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EXEODTIVE DocrHENT. 



Al^NUAL REPORT 



FOR THE YEAR 1877. 



Harribbxiro, September SO, 1877. 
To His Excellency John F. Hartranft, 

Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania : 
Sir: The paat has been a prosperous year for the Soldiers' Orphan 
Schools. Little eicknesa and few deaths have occurred among the chil- 
dren. Their education has gone on in a satisfactory manner, and they 
have been cared for in such a way aa to make them comfortable and happy. 
As a body, they compare favorably in physical and intellectual develop- 
ment, in appearance and deportment, in manly qualities, and in preparation 
for wseflilness, with any class of children of the same age. Some of those 
who have left the schools at aixteen yeara of age, have found difficulty in 
aecuring immediate employment, but the feeling towards them in every 
community is so kind that this inconvenience haa generally proven of a 
temporary character. Of the seven thouaand young people educated at 
the Orphan Schools nearly all are at work — some engaged in the simpler 
kinds of hand-labor, but many at trades, on farms, or in the professions. 
With few exceptions they are doing well. ^ 



On the lat day of September, 1815, the number of orphan children in 
the care of the State waa two thousand aix hundred and ninety-five ; on the 
Istdayof September, 1876, it waa two thousand aix hundred and forty- 
one, and on the 1st day of September, 1877, it was two thousand four 
hundred and sixty-aeven, the decreaae in the two years being only two hun- 
dred and twenty-eight. Nine hundred and ninety-nine children were dis- 
charged from May 31, 1876, to September 1, 1877 ; but seven hundred and 
thirty-eight were admitted to take their place. Doubtless these facts will 
start an inquiry as to the cause of the small decrease in the number of 
1 Sol. Orp. 
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children in the Bchools, when the public had been led to expect, from the 
circumstances of the case and from calculations published from time to time 
in the reports of the Department, that the time had about come for the 
schools to close, and the burden of their expense to be removed. The cauae 
that has kept the schools from decreasing, aa they would otherwise have 
done, is the acts of 1814, 1815, and 1816, providing for admitting into the 
Orphan Schools the children of soldiers bom since the first of January, 1866, 
forbidden by theact of 1861, and the children of sick and disabled soldiers, 
as well as the children of deceased soldiers, the latter only being admitted 
under preceding acts. The act of 1814 admitted only one hundred of these 
new classes of children, the acts of 1875 and 1816 opened the door fully, 
and admitted all otherwise eligible under their provisions. By this generous 
legislation, over one thousand four hundred children have been admitted 
to the several schools who would have been excluded under the earlier laws ; 
and the schools now have an attendance of two thousand four hundred, 
instead of the one thousand, which they would otherwise have had, and 
the Department is compelled to ask for twice as much money as would have 
been necessary to maintain them had these laws not have been passed. 

THB OXTESTIOH OF ELIOIBIUTY. 

in justification of the legislation which has so greatly increased the 
number of children in the care of the State, and proportionally added to cost 
of the Oi'phan Schools, it should be stated that no class of children are 
more deserving than the class benefited by it. There is no good reason 
why the child of a deceased soldier, bom since the first day of January, 
1876, is not as worthy to receive the State's bounty as one bom before that 
date ; and the children of sick or disabled soldiera are many times in a 
worse condition than if their fathers had been killed in battle. The task, 
however, of determining the eligibility of applicants, under the late laws on 
the subject, has been found to be one of extreme difficulty. When first 
called to act in the matter, the Department, ever sympathizing with the 
destitute orphans of soldiers, neglected to scrutinize the applications very 
closely, overlooked irregularities, and admitted nearly all who applied ; but, 
by and by, the number of applicants swelled to figures much beyond the 
calculations of the friends of the laws admitting them, and it was discov- 
ered that frauds had been practiced in numerous instances, and that agents 
were sending in the names of persons who, aa soldiers' children, had no 
claims upon the bounty of the State. Then more strict rules were adopted, 
and all applications for admission were required to contain evidence that 
the death, sickness, or disability set forth was owing to causes connected 
with the war. The rules, impartially enforced, seemed over strict to the 
friends of some of the children for whom application was made, and the 
Department was subjected to some censure ; but if those who complained 
could have examined the applications sent in, and acquainted themselves 
with all the circumstances connected with them, they would have approved 
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the course of the Department in fulfilling the law, and saving the State's 
money for the use of those for whom it was intended. So strong, at last, 
hecame the pressure from certain quarters to break down the rules adopted 
by the Department, that a request was made of the Attorney General to 
give an interpretation of the laws relating to the subject. He did so at 
great length, and with much clearness. The following is the concluding 
pai-t of his opinion. It sustains the action of the Department and became 
its guide in further proceedings : 

"The oonditlona of adniisaiou to Soldiers' Orphan Schools are, that the ohildren 
mnst be deatlCute, that their fathers must have boDn reaideatsof this State and engaged 
in the military service of the United States, and must have died or been pwmanently 
disabled in the service. Permanent disability from any other oause will not alone ful- 
Ull the conditions." 

EVIDENCE BEQUIBED. 

It is now clear that no child can be admitted into an Orphan School 
whose father's death, sickness, or disability was not caused by circum- 
stances connected with the war ; and, while always giving the applicant 
the benefit of the doubt, the Department insists, in the case of each, upon 
a line of testimony extending back from the death, sickness, or disability 
to the cause that produced it in the army. It is sometimes difficult to ob- 
tain such testimony, and a few deserving children may be excluded from the 
schools for want of it, but if all are admitted for whom application is made, 
hundreds will be forced into the schools for whom the State never intended 
to make provision, the expense of keeping them up will be greatly in- 
creased, and the people, oppressed with taxes, may at last grow impatient 
and demand the overthrow of the whole system in order to get rid of an 
evil illegally fastened upon it. It would be much more easy and pleasant 
for the Department to admit all applicants without question, and pay for 
them, if the Legislature will furnish the money, and should express a desire 
to have it done. 

The following paragraphs are from a letter of instruction, dated May 3, 
issued in order that applications for admission might be accompanied with 
the required evidence : 

" The applications for the adtaisswn of children to the Sildiera' Orphan Schools, 
under the late acts of the Legislatwre, come to the Department in great num,ber» 
illegal inform, incomplete, and erroneous. These irregularities almost always lead 
to a tedious and sometimes annol/ing correspondence. Trouble to alt parties con- 
cerned, it is thought, may be saved by observing the foliouiing directions. 

"There are two classes: 

"I. Where thr Father is dbckabed. In this case it must be shown by aatls&c- 
tory testimony that the oanse of the father's death can be traced directly back to ciromn- 
staneea connected with the war— wounds, disease, or impwed constitution. On this 
point the law is imperative. The line of testimony must extend back from the time of 
death to the oause that produced it in the army, and statements and affidavits should be 
presented from the phymoians who attended htm at any time, but especially from those 
who attended him while fn the service, directly after he left the service, and at the 
time of his death. These statements or affidavits should always contain the grounds 
or reasons for the opinions expressed. Weight will also be given to the testimony of 
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the ofttcers under whom he served, of the BoldierB who knew him, or of respontdble 
citizens acquainted with the case. 

competent physician must make a oarefUl prol'eBsional examination of the ease, and 
under oath or alBrmation, state the obaraeter of the disease or disability and the cir- 
cumstances which in liis judgment caused it. If thought to be traceable to cironm- 
atances connected with the war, the opinion should be atrength«d by other testimony 
sdmlUar to that required as;above when the father Is deceased ; in other words, the 
application must contain evidence showhig that the sickness or disability was caused 

"In all applications it should be stated whether the fatlier was or is In receipt of a 
pension; if not, why not; and if so, the number of the pension certificate should be 
given. The law requires all applications to be approved by the proper board of school 
directors. This can only be done when the board Is In session, after full consideration, 
by a resolution placed upon the minutes. The ngnatures of the officers of a school 
board obtained without the authority of the board have no validity. They destroy the 
l^ality of the paper to which they are attached. Boards or directors are expected to 
inquire before approving an application as to its merits in all respects." 

EXPEHSSB. 

The syBtem coat the past year $380,656 TO, being $21,873 51 less than 
last year. The expenses exceeded the appropriation for the year $656 70, 
the deficiency being paid out of the balanet of former years remaining in 
the treasury to the credit of the Department, It should be stated, also, 
that there ia an account with the Phillipsburg school, now closed, still un- 
settled. The amount claimed is $1,327 51. The reason the claim has 
not been paid is because the Department considered it much in excess ot 
the amount due. 

CIXMUNG TSE 80HOOIJ9 IN 1870. 

Unless the acts of the Legislature now in force be previously repealed, 
the orphan schools will close finally on the first day of June, 1879, and the 
children then in them must be provided for in some other way. The number 
of children thus disbanded will not fall short of two thousand. Their ages 
will be from four to sixteen. Probably one half of the whole will be over 
twelve. Many of them have homes of some Icind to which they can go, 
but there is a considerable number that have neither homes to which they 
-can go nor friends to care for them. If the aet closing the schools in 1879 
I* repealed, and the present system be allowed to run on without reganl 
to limitation as to time, the prospect is that there vriU be children of sick 
and disabled soldiers to care for in ten or even in twenty years from the 
present time. The question is not without serious difllculties from any 
point of view. Three courses are open to the Legislature, as follow: 

1. Repeal the act closing the schools in 1879, and allow the present system 
to run on to its natural end. The number of children in the schools will, of 
-course, gradually diminish. The rate of decrease will probably be about 
two hundred yearly, and the going out of two hundred children lessens 
the expense of the system about $30,000. 

2. Allow the act to stand. This will close the schools, and force the 
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children out upon the world. For many their ease would then be a very 
sad one. 

3. Modify the repealing act so as to discharge all children over & certain 
age, or for whom suitable homes can be procured, and then provide for the 
rest either in a reduced number of achoola or in the permanent homes for 
friendless children which exist in various parts of the State. 

The question involved in the closing of the schools is one wholly in the 
hands of the Legislature. It should, however, be settled at the earliest 
possible day, that all concerned may make arrangements accordingly. 

OBPHAN QUBXjS AT NOBKAX SOHOOI3. 

The $7,000 set apart for the purpose by the Legislature is used to pay 
the expenses of a certain number of orphan girls, who give promise of skill 
in the work of teaching. They are carefully selected by the faculties of 
the several orphan schools, and they can remain at a normal school only a 
single term, unless, in the opinion of its principal, they are likely to im- 
prove their advantages, and accomplish the object for which they are sent. 
Sixty-four young ladies attended the normal schools on this foundation 
the past 3'ear, several of whom graduated creditably. Most of these are 
now teaching in our common schools, and as many others tiave taken their 
places. Pull details on this subject can be seen in " The Account with the 
State Normal Schools," a table found elsewhere in this report. 

EZAUINATIOHS. 

The annual examinations and inspections were held at all the schools in 
the months of June and July. They were attended by the Superintendent 
and the inspectors, assisted by the officers of the Department of Public 
Instruction, and in many instances by local school officers and citizens. 
As a whole, the examinations were ftilly up to the average of other years. 
The buildings and furniture were generally found to be in good condition. 



Full details in regard to the working of the system and the condition 
of the schools will be found in the interesting reports of the inspectors. 
Colonel Comforth and Mrs. Hutter, and in those of the principals of the 
several schools. 

CUTS OF OBPHAN SCHOOI. BUHDINQS. 

There will be found, in connection with the reports of the several schools, 
cuts of a number of orphan school buildings. They have been taken from 
Paul's History, with the consent of the author. 

TASUIAA STATEUENTS. 

The tabular statements hereunto appended contain, in statistical form, a 
full account of the system for the past year. 
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TABT7LAR STATEMENTS. 

The following are the usual tabular statements, giving the statistics of 
the system and showing its working during the past year : 

COKFBZHENSIVI! SXJKICABT. 

Number of institutions in which there are soldiers' orphans, 25 

Reduction in the numbersince 1871, 19 

Number of orphans in schools and homes, May 31, 1877, 2,619 
Number admitted on order from May 31, 1876, to Septem- 
ber 1, 1877, 738 

Number of discharges from May 31, 1876, to September 1, 

1877, 999 

Number of orphans in charge of the State, Sept. 1, 1877, 2,467 
Number of orders of admission issued since system went 

into operation, 9,569 

Number of orphans admitted since system went into opera- 
tion, 9,304 

Number of applications on file September 1,1877, . . . . 119 
Probable number of orphans that will be cared for under the 

system to June 1, 1879, 10,500 

Cost of system for the past year, 1380,656 70 

Whole cost of the system since going into operation, as 

shown by the several annual reports to May 31, 1877, 5,221,413 01 

Appropriations made but unexpended, 360,000 00 

Probable amount of future appropriations that will be 

needed if schools close June 1,1879, 350,000 00 



aENBKAL FIKANGIAL STATEHBITT. 

This statement shows the exact financial condition of the Department at 
the end of the school year. 

The moneys placed at the disposal of the Department for the year ending 
May 31, 1877, were as follows ; 

State appropriation, $380,000 00 

Unexpended balance for 1876, 68,595 36 

$448,595 36 

Expended for education, maintenance, and 

clothing, $364,119 94 

For soldiers' orphans at normal schools, . . 6,145 61 

For out-door relief and by special act for Mrs, 

Mary A. Ketler, 1,445 34 

Expenses of department, 8,945 81 

380,656 70 

Balance in Treasury to the credit of Department, . . $67,938 66 
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As a matter of interest, I append to the foregoing statement a list of 
the appropriations made by the State and the pnblic donations received 
for the support of our orphan school system since its first establishment, 
and also one showing the expenditures of the system as exhibited in the 
several annual reports. 

AFFSOFBIATIONS. 



March 23, 1865 
April 11,1806 
April 11,1867 
Fob, 25, 1868 
Feb. 25, 1868 
April 11,1868 
Marah 13, 1869 
April 14,1860 
April 16,1860 
Maroh 31, 1870 
March 31, 1870 
April 6, 1870 
May zr, 1871 
May 27, 1S71 
May 27, 1871 
April 3, 1872 
April 0, 1873 
May U, 1874 
April 13,1876 
May 13, 1876 
April 18,1877 



Regular, 

Regular, 

Regular, 

DeMt, 

Deficit, 

Refcular, 

Deficit, 

Damages, Orangeville, . 
Regular, 



DeBc 

Deficit, 

Regular, . 

Damagea, Orangeville, . 
Dainagea, Jaok^mvllle, . 

Regular, 

R^ular, ........ 

Regular, 

R^ular, 

Regular, 

Regular, 

Regular, 



Amount of appropriations by tbe 8tat«, . 



,000 00 
,000 00 
,000 00 
,069 77 
,661 69 
,000 00 
,000 00 
,000 00 
,000 00 



,700 00 



DONATIONS. 



When made. 



May 6, 1864 Pennsylvania R^lroad Company, 

June 5, 1865 Loyal Association of Fena'a, Washington, D. C, . 
June 5, 1865 A Philadelptila teacher, 



Amoont of donations, . 
Total amount, 



(60,000 00 
85 06 
3 00 



50,088 06 
95,612,386 40 



If to this grand sum be added the amounts donated by individuals 
directly to the schools and homes for the use of the orphans, it would swell 
the amount many thousands of dollars. 
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AJSnsrUAL EXPKNSrrUBBB. 

The amounts expended in support of the soldiers' orphan schools as 
shown by the several reports have been as follows: 

From commencement to November 30 1865, $103,817 66 

Prom December 1, 1865, to November 30, 186G, 321,370 42 

From December 1, 1866, to November 30, 1867, 435,080 44 

From December I, 1867, to May 31, 1868, 236,970 26 

Prom June 1, 1868, to May 31, 1869, 500,97162 

From June 1, 1869, to May 31, 1870, 514,136 43 

Prom June 1, 1870, to May 31, 1871, 509,037 66 

From June I, 1871, to May 31, 1873, 475,245 47 

From June 1, 1872, to May 31, 1873, 467,132 84 

Prom Jwne 1, 1873, to May 31, 1874, 450,879 49 

From June 1, 1874, to May 31, 1875, 433,693 76 

From June 1, 1875, to May 31, 1876, 402,530 27 

From June 1, 1876, to May 31, 1877, 380,656 70 



$5,331,413 01 



The appropriations made by the Legislature for the six years the Or- 
phan Schools have been in the hands of the present administration amount 
to $2,680,000 00, and the expenditures to $2,600,138 53, leaving a balance 
unexpended of $79,861 47. 
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CIiOTKIKa AOGOTTNT. 

The children are all clothed at the schoole ; but the Superintendent is 
required to prescribe the kiad of clothing furnished them, and to see that 
they receive the fuH amount the law contemplates. The following is the 
account for the year. In the aggregate it will be seen that the schools 
expended m.ore money for clothing than the amount received for that pur- 
pose from the State, The expenditures are all proven by proper vouchers 
placed on file in the Department : 



SCHOOI. 

. Andersonburg 

:, Brii^ewater, 

. Chester Sprtaige, 

.. Harford, 

I. Linooln, Institation, .... 

. Manafield, 

:. McAlistervUle, 

I, Mercer, 

K Mount Joy, 

. PblUipBbarg. 

;. Soldiers' Orphan Institute, . 

1. Uniontown, 

,. Wbite Hall, 



150 54 

,766 88 
,997 67 



,379 81 

,142 32 
,081 76 



BXFENSES OF DEPABIKEMT. 



By amount appropriated for incidental expenses, . 
By amount appropriated for inspectors and clerks, . 



$2,750 00 
6,400 00 



9,150 00 



To amount paid as salaries to inspectors and clerks, $6,400 00 
To amount paid for postage, telegrams, and express- 
age, 702 69 

To amount paid for printing, 100 00 

To amount paid for transfering pupils, 27 71 

To amount paid for funeral expenses, 300 00 

To amount paid for traveling expenses, 1,300 00 

To amount paid for furniture and miscellaneous ex- 
penses, 115 41 

8,945 81 

Balance unexpended, $204 19 
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OUT-DOOB BBUBF. 

The law of 1861 requires the Superintendent, in certain cases, to grant 
out-door relief, not exceeding thirty dollars to each child, to destitute sol- 
diers' orphans. The following ia a statement of what has been done under 
this provision of law during the past year:' 



1 


Name of Child. 
Barker, Charles (i., . 


Name of Trustee. 
Hon. O. Logan, .... 


'■""'?fu4r-°' *— 


, 


Albion, Pa., . . 


«16 »i 














Joslin, Ellsworth E.,. 






3000 




(todfrey, Carrie J., . 






3000 












V 


Menser, Isaac E., . , . 


Samuel W. Drips, . . 


Arm^h, Pa., . . 


30 00 














W^lf, Margery 






. . ; 28 14 








. . ; 27 8ii 


3 


Ware, Harry E., . . , 
Ware, James P., . . . 


Calvin D. Moser, . . . 


Reading, Pa., . . 


30 00 
. . 1 3000 












Sears, St«phen 

Sears, Sarah J.,.. . . 

Reem, M.E., 

Reem, John E., . . . 
Kelly, Augusta L.,, . 


Geoi^e T. Work, . . . 


Buflklo, Pa., . . 


. . 1 3000 
. .'■. 30 00 

, . . 1 23 aa 

3000 
. . 1 3000 






Brush Valley, Pa 


A 


W. C. Robinson, . . . 






Kelly, Newton C, . , 






. . i 3000 


V 


West, Eliza K., . . , . 


L. W. Moi^an 




2906 


K 






Christiana, Pa., . 


15 00 




Ford, Annie L., . . , 

Dibble, Norton E., , 


John D. SenseniB, , . 
Bradley W. Pona, . . 
William F.Lydlck.. 


Marticville, Pa., 







Conneutville, Pa. 


8000 


10 






3000 






Henry Shroy, 

JosiahFee, 




24 94 


1'^ 


Miokereil, 8. W.,. , , 


Brush Valley, Ps 


, . . 30 00 




Garris, Francis 8., . . 




RichardBvflle, Va 




14 


Taylor, John H., . . . 
Gallagher, Emma, . . 




30 00 


Ifl 


T. W. Baker, 


134 N. 7th St.. Ph 


a., . 30 00 




J. C. Rugh, 

Mrs. E. E. Hutter, . . 


Penn Run, Pa., . 


3000 


17 




6U Raoe St., Phil 


30 00 




Bricker, William H., 


HenryA. Knepley,. . 


609 N. 37th St., PI 


lla., 30 00 


IM 


McCroy, IsabelUI., . 


JohnM.Maek, . . . , 


Brush Valley, Pt 


, . , 80 00 




MoOarr, Clara B., . . 








■^1 


W. DeWitt, 


Harrisburg, Pa„ 


3000 


VX 








3000 


■ffl 


(Jardner, Heniy,. . . 




Harriabiug, Pa., 


17 60 










Faloomer. Norman B., 


F. M. Klnter, 


Black Lick, Pa., 




■ffl 


Douds. DelaJ.,, , . 


D. S. Robinson, . . . 


Sallsburg, Pa., , 


30 00 


V 




H. Maglll, 




lla., HO 00 


W 




Apollo, Pa... , , 

Shippensburg, P 

Wakefield, it.. , 


30 00 


■Mt 


Shirk, Elizabeth, . . . 


3000 




Penwell, G. McC^ . . 
Humphreys, E.H.,. . 
McNeill, Anna C, . , 


George Walters, . . . 
Mr8.R. H. Stubbs, , 




HI 


3000 




CM. Hunt, 


North-East, Pa., 




ra 


Kelly, Joseph M., , . 


David White 


I,atn)be, Pa., , . 


14 60 


M 








15 00 




Benson, E. A., . . . . 




Lancaster, Pa., . 


15 00 


aa 


Shepley,S.J., , . . . 




Shippensburg, P 


1., . . 15 00 


' Total 








Special act for 


Irs. Mary A. Ketler, . 




'115 00 








f 1,445 84 
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1 

«^„ , Namb of 

1 ; Bloomsbui^, . 

: Bloomflburg, . 
Bloomsburg, . 

2 , Brldaewater, , 

3 Edlnboro', . 


Date of pay- 
ment on ao- 

Aug. 28, 1876 
Jan. i 1877 

April 25, isn 

Sept. 1, 1876 
Aug. 15, 1876 


Amount 
paid. 

f25 50 
18 00 
39 00 
168 00 
200 00 


Date of pay- 
ment In full. 

Dec 22, 1876 
March 23, 1877 
May 31. 1877 
May 18, 1877 
Nov. 17, 18^6 
March 9, 1877 
March 29, 1877 
Feb. 22, 1877 
May 19, 1877 
Dec 15, 1876 
Dec. 1, 1876 
Marcli22, 1877 
May 17, 1877 
March 8,1877 
May 31, 1877 
Feb. 26, 1877 
May 25, 1877 
Deo. 22, 1876 
March 23, 1877 
May 17, 1877 
March 16, 1877 
May 17, 1877 


Amount 

paid. 

193 75 

18 00 
39 00 
168 00 
103 40 
315 00 
102 28 
590 00 
297 00 
24 00 
78 00 
8*00 
42 00 
504 00 
120 00 
165 00 
66 00 
168 00 
114 00 
105 00 
34 00 
21 00 

J3,367 43 


Total. 

1119 25 
36 00 
78 00 
336 00 
sgs 40 


Edinboro', . . 

4 Indiana, , . . 

Indiana, , . . 


March 27, 1877 
Sept. 11, 1876 
March 36, 1877 


670 00 
297 00 


202 28 

1,360 00 

594 00 


fi MauBfield, , , 


Aug. 30, 1876 


63 00 


141 00 


MauBfield, . . 


March 27, 1877 


42 00 


84 00 


Milleraville, . 
H Sagamore, . . 
Sagamore, . 

Shippensburg, 

10 West Chester, . 

Westchester,. 


May 17, 1877 
Sept. 18, 1876 
March 26, 1877 
Sept. 4, 1876 
Jan. a, 1877 
April 16, 1877 
Aug. 28, 1877 
March 26, 1877 


120 00 
165 00 
60 00 
168 00 
126 00 
105 00 
84 00 
42 00 

»2,516 .50 


:i40 00 

126 00 
336 00 
240 00 
210 00 
168 00 
63 00 

"m,^"98 



Excess of last year's appropriation paid , . 
Total amount expended, 



261 68 
16,145 61 



BSTIstATES FOR THE YEAR 1S78. 



The appropriations which it ia estimated will be necessary for the year 

ciitling May 31, 1878, are &3 follow ; 

For general expenses, $350,000 00 

For expenses of Department, 10,000 00 
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• 495 
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100 
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Ststement HI. 



The whole number of accepted applications received to May 31, 1871, 
was 9,681. Of these 119 remain on file, as shown by the last table, and 
the remaining 9,568 have been issued as follows : 

Adams, 44; Allegheny, 392; Armstrong, 211; Beaver, 120; Bedford, 
138; Berks, 120; Blair, 264; Bradford, 248; Bncks, 66; Butler, 114; Cam- 
bria, 12T; Cameron, 5; Carbon, 39; Centre, 235; Cheater, 168; Clarion, 
221; Clearfield, 79; Clinton, 43; Columbia, 104; Crawford, 187; Cumber- 
land, 132; Dauphin, 272; Delaware,51; Elk, 10; Erie, 91; Fayette, 191 ; 
Forest, 10; Franklin, 86; Fulton, 22; Greene, 16; Huntingdon, 185; In- 
diana, 231; Jefferson, 179; Juniata, 87; Lancaster, 374; Lawrence, 135; 
Lebanon, 62; Lehigh, 137; Luzerne, 235; Lycoming, 173; Mercer, 219; 
McKean,37; Mifflin, 119; Monroe, 61; Montgomery, 80; Montour, 90; 
Northampton, 69; Northumberland, 106; Perry, 230; Philadelphia, 1,331 ; 
Pike, 13; Potter, 76; Schuylkill, 153; Snyder, 46; Somerset, 42; Sullivan, 
21; Susqnehanna, 148; Tioga, 291; Union, 62; Venango, 128; Warren, 
54; Washington, 115; Wayne, C9; Westmoreland, 124; Wyoming, 78; 
York, 136. 



Statement IT. 
SHOWTNG THS DENOMQTATIONAL PAaENTAOB OP CHTLBXIBN. 
Of 2,619 children actually in school May 31, 1877, the fathers of 2,222 
are reported as members of some church, leaving 397 unconnected with 
church, or not reported. Of 2,222 thus reported, there were of Methodist 
parentage, 891 ; Lutheran, 316; Presbyterian, 295; United Presbyterian. 
19; Baptist 145; Episcopal, 106; Catholic, G3; German Reformed, 116; 
Disciple 23; Church of God, 18; United Brethren, 56; Tunkers, 7; Con- 
gregationalists, 2; Albrights, 3; Evangelical, 36; Protestants, (probably 
not intended to represent any particular denomination,) 121 ; Universalists, 
5 ; Friends, 5 ; Puritan, 3 ; Unitarian, 2. 
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BTAXEXEtrSB OONOERNXNO TKE BTSTEU LAST TBAB. 

Statemeat V. 

SHOwnra applications bt oottntibs. 



Naubs of Coqniiks. 


1 
S 


1 

s 

1.5 
11 
8 
5 

9 
68 


i 
1 

1 

8 

16 

8 
6 

i 


li 


1 Ada 


























6. Berks, 

7. Blair 

8. Bradford, 

9. Bucks, 




2 
21 


4 

2 

u 

10 
6 

3 

8 
6 

18 
2 

7 
6 

7 

4 
24 
10 

4 
10 
15 

5 

4 
25 

15 

2 
13 
1 
6 
8 
6 
2 
14 
96 
6 
2 
10 


3 

2 

6 
1 
8 
4 

3 

9 
6 
17 
2 

I 
7 


7 

3 

23 
9 
5 
8 

14 
S 
4 

20 
3 

16 

1 

7 
7 
6 
2 
16 
108 

e 

2 
6 




11. Cambria. ! 

12. Cameron. - 




























18. Clinton. 








a 










1 
































39. Fulton, 

30. Greene. 




















2 








36. Lawrence, 


I 


2 






















3 






















2 


1 














49. Perry, 

50. Philadelphia, 


,1 


23 








18. Schuylkill, 




4 
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I4AMKB OF Counties. 


•6 

1 

■-s 

a 
S 


ii 


i 

! 








1 

9 

10 

79 

2 
4 
IS 
8 

4 
5 


1 

7 

9 

66 

2 

9 

8 

5 










56. Sollivan. 


1 
1 


2 


59. Union. 






















64. Weatmoreland. 


















Total 


5S 


627 


666 


119 



Statement TL 

SHOWINO DISOHAaOES ANS 

SCHOOLS. 



S0H00L8. 


i 


Ml 

pf 


lift 
P 


1. Andersonbarg, 


18 
IS 
31 
60 
46 
2 
17 
47 
32 
69 
S3 
IS 
49 
44 
33 
91 


2 
6 
16 

11 
12 

24 ^ 

10 
16 
10 

6 


2 


























B. MeAliaterviUe, 








12. Philipaburg 


















620 


148 


22 



Diai.zodBjGoogle 



Ex. Doc] 



Superintendent of Soldiebb' Obphanb. 



Statement Vl— Continued. 
HOUES. 



4 



I. Catholic Home, Philadelphia, . . 

i. ChUdren'B Home, York, 

I. Chiirah Home, Philadelphia,. . . 

[. Home for Friotidloas, I-yancaster, . 

i. Iioyaville Orphan Home, .... 

(. Zelienople Farro School. 

r. Orphans' Home, Germantown,. . 

i. Orphans' Home, Roohester. 

). Orphans' Home, Wormelsdorf, . 

). St. John's Orphan Asylum, . . . 

I. St. Paul's Orphan Home, .... 



Digitized byGoOgle 



S3 



Anntal Report of tbe 






JNo 9, 



"6 1 Pi 



"S 'SSSS »ss 



I = 



I s 



f ll'^ 



■9Tmnsd 
■eptK 



222"a 'SS52S 






il||llii2ii|i ^ 



DijilizodbyGOOgle 



Ex. Doc] SUPEKINTBNDBNT OP SoLDIERB' ORPHANS. 



'jooqae ui ibioj. 



S£8F:l8''S8g32S 






I 1^ 






11,11 113 5*i.§| 



DijilizodbyGOOgle. 



Akntal Report of the 



[No.! 



as 






Si 



■...H.n«.i 1 -»-i!3— sa- 1 s 1 


ii 1—" 

as 1 ,T!i 


01 




'."'.'.'. 


; : : " 


S3 




.» 1 


-; 


's'- '■ '■ 


■■■la 


;;"Si; 


■< 


- 


■s ■ '■ 


— Ma 


'4 


■m 


ox 




:" : : 


; : : " 


1 ° 


ut™N 


-! 




u 


™ 


OX 1 


- 


:.-:„ 


:" : ^ 


.rjj 


■i 


'" 


:-.:« 


:« ; s 


II 


•m 


„ — 


■"' :" 


*■> : ts 


.rJi 


^ 1 ""- 




•,.. 


^ 


— :: 


-— s 


.;"'« 


< 


-«-« : : . 


-•V. g 


i 


■„ 


.X ] -. : 


S" ■ ■ 


— : s 


nr's 


■< 1 '"' 


S" ■ ■ 


-- ■ s 1 




-mox 1 — • 


««: : 


:« : 9 


i 


1 

IS 


Q 




t" ■ ■ 


s ! 


n 




a ■ ■ ■ 


-: a : 


"* "" ; 


-'.':■. 


■" ■ s . 


i 


■mox «-H«»«-«-«-.g ' jg 


■snBi*i «-««- ,--M ; ; S 


,.« 1 




U 
III 

i 


-. 1 , i| 




1 








si; 

ii . 

i"-'- ; 


1 
1 



DijilizodbyGOOgle 



Ex. Doc] Sdpeeintendent op Soldiers, Orphans. 21 

In connection with the table given above, it may be well to present the 
course of study aa now prescribed for the Soldiers' Orphan Schools, The 
extent to which the several branches are to be taught in the different grades 
is left to the discretion of the teachers. Advancement will be measured 
more by thoroughness than by amount. 

OOTTRSE OF STtlUT. 

First Grade. — Spelling, reading, writing, and drawing on slates, oral 
exercises in numbers, ofiject lessons. 

Second Grade. — Spelling, reading, writing, and drawing on slates, men- 
tal arithmetic, four fundamental rules of written arithmetic, object lessons. 

Third Grade. — Spelling, reading, writing, drawing, mental and written 
arithmetic, geography, and object lessons. 

Fourth Grade. — Same as for third grade. 

Fifth Grade. — Same as for fourth grade, with the addition of grammar. 

Sixth Crade.— :-Same as for fifth grade, with the addition of history of 
tTnited States. 

Seventh Grade. — Spelling, reading, book-keeping, elementary algebra, 
geography, grammar, history of United States, physiology. 

Eighth Grade. — Eeading, algebra or geometry, grammar, Constitution 
of United States, natural philosophy of the elements of the natural sciences 
generally. 

Yocal music, declamation, composition, and instruction in morals and 
manners are continued throughout the whole course. 

The studies of the course are frequently reviewed as the pupils proceed. 
Bible classes and Sunday schools have been organized in all the schools, 
but sectarian instruction is careftiUy avoided, except where the children 
are all of one denomination. 

In the form of object lessons, a large amount of general information is 
imparted and valuable instruction given in the elements of the different 
sciences that can be illustrated with objects. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

J. P. WICKEESHAM, 
Superintendent, 
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REPORTS OF THE INSPECTORS. 



BEPOBT OF BEV. C. CORNFOBTH. 
J. P. WlCKEBSBAM, LL. D., 

Superintendent of Soldiers' Orphans' Schools : 
SiB: — My annual report of the Soldiers' Orphans' Schools is herewith 
submitted. 

1. Hkalth, — The Health of the children has been good. Uniontownia 
the only school where any unusual sickness prevailed. At this school, 
soon after the children returned from vacation, diphtheria appeared and 
spread till about one hundred were more or less affected by it. It proved 
fatal in two cases only. 

2. Clothing. — The every day clothing of the children, especially that of 
the boys, is often in the latter part of spring and during the early fall 
months considerably worn and patched ; but all have better suits in re- 
serve. The issue of clothing is so timed, that all are comfortably clad 
during the severe winter weather. In every school more is expended in 
making the girls' best suits than is allowed for that purpose, 

3. Food, — This has been about the same as in previous years. Every 
child has been allowed as much wholesome food as it desired ; though the 
variety has not been so great as is found on the tables of some private 
families. 

4. Table Cloths and Butter Knives. — The former have not always 
been found clean, and the latter sometimes have been wanting. Nothing 
can he more revolting than a filthy cloth spread upon a table, or the prac- 
tice of dispensing with butter knives. It is hoped that it may not again 
be necessary to refer publicly to these defects, so often complained of in 
private. 

5. WoBK, — The chief object aimed at, is to inculcate habits of industry. 
But little is or can be done, under existing regulations, towards teaching 
trades. The two hours, however, devoted daily to work are profitably 
spent. At the age of sixteen most of the girls are capable of doing all 
kinds of work done at the school-home, in a neat and creditable manner. 
The boys do farm and garden work, and generally take the entire care of 
their own rooms, (under proper supervision,) make their own beds, and do 
chores. At Dayton, Mercer, and TJniontown a shoe-shop has been in operation, 
in which, at each of these schools, about a dozen boys have been employed. 
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The age at which they leave school and the expense of providing facilities 
and instructors in sufficient number and variety, render it impracticable to 
teach trades to any great extent, under the present organization of the 
Orphan School system. 

6. Education. — Most of the schools have made creditable progress. 
The admission of the children of disabled soldiers, brought into the schools 
a lai^e number of quite young pupils which lowered the average grade of 
scholarship. Great care should now be taken to secure the best possible 
talent to teach the primary classes. The topical method of recitation, 
when it can be used, has been recommended, though not in all cases adopted. 
Where this manner of reciting has been employed and supplemented by judi- 
ciousquestionsjthe best of results have been obtained. When teachers occupy * 
most of the time allotted to recitations in talking about or explaining the les- 
sons, but poor progress has been made. The teachers' volubility is taken ad- 
vantage of: lessons are never learned, but merely glanced over, "As one is re- 
quired to recite a lesson so will he study it : and as he studies it, so will it profit 
him." The fault is always regarded as that of the teacher and not the 
pupils,. when classes under his tuition do not recite and read unstandingly 
and in a clear, distinct tone of voice. Geographies of enormous size for 
text books are used in too many schools and the children are required to 
leam a great many things hardly worth knowing. As for grammar, the 
same use, or abuse, is made of this study in may of the Soldiers' Orphans' 
Schools as in other institutions. The pupils learn a great amount of stuff; 
they analyze and parse, with no practical results. To be able to use the 
English language correctly is an invaluable acquirement. But the proper 
use of language is sdmething quite distinct from the scientific study of 
language. Speaking and writing good English is an art, and like all other 
arts, can be acquired only by practice. If our schools would give to this 
practice the time and labor now bestowed upon the study of grammar, the 
results would be much more practicable than at present. 

From recent observations, I am, if possible, more convinced than ever 
before, that no institution should receive the support of the State which 
does not afford to the orphans the full amount of educational advantages 
contemplated in the act of 1867, which provides for their ^^education and 
maintenance," 

1, Punishment. — Pupils can not be expelled from a Soldiers' Orphans' 
School, no matter what the offense may be, or how incorrigible the offender. 
As things are, it is not strange that cases occasionally occur which re- 
quire severity. Corporal punishment is sometimes inflicted as a last resort. 
But the habitual use of the rod or strap for every slight offense is a brutal 
and brutalizing practice, which, when discovered, has been rebuked. A 
home-like feeling pervades most of the schools. 

8, GuAKDS Against Abuses— Mothers and friends are permitted, and 
often do, visit the children while at school, and during these visits they 
eat and mingle freely with the pupils, thus affording a favorable oppor- 
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tunity, either by obaervation, or from the children themselvee, to discover 
wrongs, if such exist; besides this, at the annual vacation, the orphans 
visit their friends, when it is hardly probable that they would conceal 
grievances, if such they have. And in addition to this, whenever com- 
plaints reach the department, from any source, they are always promptly 
and carefully investigated, and if well founded, the cause is removed. 

9. Selp-Bespkot. — The orphans are proud of the fact that they are 
members of a Soldiers' Orphans' School. Those who have graduated at 
these institutions regard, with a justifiable pride, the State which timely be- 
friended and aided them. If those who attend our free public schools and 
our heavily endowed colleges and universities, and our national military 
and naval schools, which are entirely supported by the general govern- 
ment, retain their manliness and independence of character, much more 
may the children of oar slain and crippled patriots attend the schools 
which a grateful State has provided for them, without any loss of self- 
respect. 

C. COE.NFORTH, 
Inspector and Examiner. 



BJ;P0BT OF Hts. E. W. HUTTEB. 

To Hon. J, P. Wiceersham. LL. D., 

General Superintendent of the Soldierx' Orphan Schools 
of the State of Pennsylvania ; 

Dear Sir : The Soldiers' Orphan system is no longer an experiment, it 
is a successful reality. It has become a matter for history, and bothfriends 
and foes are now obliged to acknowledge the wisdom of educating these 
orphans of our fallen heroes. The money appropriated by the State for 
the maintenance of these orphaned children has proved to be well ex- 
pended ; in truth, the funds, given for the education of these children, 
is the best investment of money the State of Pennsylvania has ever made. 

I have often spoken of these soldier's orphans as "children," but now I 
can speak of many of them as children no longer, but as true men and 
women — good citizens of our brave old Commonwealth which took them 
by the hand in their helplessness, and nurtured and trained them up for 
usefulness. 

Many, many of our orphan boys are now doing business for themselves, 
filling positions of honor and trost, some of them on a fair road to afflu- 
ence. 

Many of the girls are married, and have homes of their own, where the 
tidy little housekeeper of our Soldiers' Orphan School now finds an ap- 
priate sphere for her skill, for all the girls are trained in cooking, sewing, 
washing, scrubbing, mending, and the other " mysterious arts " of good 
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house-wives. I have heard young men of enterprise say, " If I wish a good 
wife, I can find one in these Orphan Schools." Others of our girls are 
teaching, having availed themselves of the wise provision made to allow 
worthy and bright girls, in our Orphan Schools, one year at one of the 
State Normal Schools. 

The Principals of the different Normal Schools, who have had these 
girls under their care, generally bear testimony to their good conduct and 
studious habits. Nearly all the soldiers' orphans who have been admitted 
to the different Normal Schools have been among the best in their classes. 

I might cite a great many cases to illustrate what I have been saying, 
but I will only mention the fact that one of our Solders' Orphan boys, 
William Kilpatrick, has gone to the far west, has taken up 180 acres of 
land, has settled, is making money rapidly, and I predict for him, that one 
of these days he will be sent to Congress to help make the laws for his 
country, which he loves so well. Could our law-makers but see as I see the 
fruits of the system, they would be convinced that this investment of money 
for the education of Soldiers' Orphans pays ten fold. 

Visitations. — A kind Providence has again enabled me during the past 
year, to visit the Schools with regularity. These visits have cost me many 
miles of travel. When it is culled to mind that the Soldiers' Orphan Schools 
are located on both sides of the Allegheny mountains, and some of them 
from fifteen to twenty miles from any railway station — and that these 
Schools can only be reached in a private conveyance, over rough roads m 
all sorts of weather — it will be seen that the office of Inspector is far from 
being a ninecure. In all these visitations I am delighted, from time to 
time, to notice a marked improvement in the children. 

Change in Principals. — The School at Mt. Joy has changed its Princi- 
pal — Mr, Jesse Kennedy retiring from the School, and Mr, George W, 
Wright, of Mercer, taking charge. 

Educational. — Give a child a good plain English education up to the 
age of sixteen, together with habits of industry, and it is but seldom, even 
in these proverbially " hard times," that there will not be an opening for 
him, where a good trade may be learned by which in after years he or she 
may gain an honest livlihood. 

To my mind it appears to be one of the encouraging signs of the times, 
that men of wealth and position are now putting their sons to trades. I 
am happy to report that one young man, whom I well know, who has in- 
herited $175,000, 1 saw this summer, with sleeves rolled up, hard at work 
learning his trade. The mechanics and farmers are the bone and sinew of 
our country. 

In all our Schools the educational standard, I am glad to say, is rising. 
I was pleased with what I saw and heard at the annual examinations. 

Suggestion, — It would be well, as far as possible, to make the awarding 
of the State Diplomas to the worthy gixteeners, a feature of examination 
day. The public awarding of these testimonials from the State to her 
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warde would have a pleasant effect upon the audience gathered at these ex- 
aminations, and the day would be happily rememhered by those who then 
left the School, which had indeed proved to them a " fostering mother." 

Your wise plan in arranging that every child must go to school six hours, 
I take particular pains to see carried out by the principals, and when I do 
find that the six hours of school are interfered with, I insist upon it, that 
the law be religiously carried out, and that no child is deprived of the f^ll 
six hours of schooling. 

The Food ?The food is of good quality, well cooked, and generally well 

served. Butter knives are still needed, and the table cloths are not 
changed often enough in some schools. A great improvement has taken 
place in the table service during the past few years, and the good 

SANITAST CONDITION 
Of the children in all these Schools is largely owing to proper food, 
proper exercise, and regular habits of industry. 

I am glad to say that but comparatively few have been on the sick list, 
and a. very small proportion of deaths are recorded. 

Taking them as whole, there is not a happier, healthier band of children 
anywhere to be found, than those in the Soldiers' Orphan Sciioola of Penn- 
sylvania. I really feel that these Orphans appreciate the advantages 
afforded to them by the State. 

Clothinq. — Considering the very small amount, |25, appropriated for 
each child, the children are well clad. They are very comfortable. The 
beds and bedding are also in very good condition in nearly all the Schools. 
I-insist upon cleanliness — in person, in clothing, and in bedding ; for " clean- 
liness is next to godliness." 

Corporal Punishment. — 1 must again mention this subject, for it is 
one that lies near my heart. I am opposed to corporal punishment, ex- 
cept in rare instances. Children are good judges of character. They read 
a teacher as quickly as a teacher can study their dispositions. 

If children feel that the Instructor has a true desire to do them good, 
that the control to which they are subjected is not a matter of caprice, but 
a means of true education and discipline, they will nearly always submit, 
without any severe measures. The rule of love is, after all, the most 
potent. Well says Scott : 

"In peaoe, love tunes the shepherd's reed : 
In war, he mounts the warrior's steed ; 
In hfllla in gay attire is seen, 
In hamlets danoea on the green- 
Love rules the court, the camp, the grove. 
For love is Heaven, and Heaven is love." 

Teachers. — In this connection I am glad to pay a well-deserved com- 
pliment to the Teachers in the Soldiers' Orphan Schools. They are a 
noble band, working in season, and out of season, giving more than the 
stipulated time to their charge. They are competent and conscientious. 
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Holidays are hailed with joy by the weary teacher in the public schools, 
they find these days a glad respite amid their toil. 

But to the teacher in the Soldiers' Orphan School, comes no such 
breathing space, except in the summer vacation. Holidays are for them 
the very hardest of the year. They live in the midst of their charge, and 
if ever the technical phrase, in the school law, was realized, it is here. 
Surely the Soldiers' Orphan teacher does stand, '4n loco parentis," in the 
place of a parent. 

The Qbanh Abmt. — I must again speak of this noble oi^anization, who 
feel so deep an interest in the welfare of the children of their fallen com- 
rades. I have in many of my reports referred to their gallant conduct, 
with reference to the children in the Orphan Schools, and I would here re- 
new my confidence in them. They have also taken a deep interest in having 
the children of disabled soldiers admitted into the schools. 

The Grand Army men are truly posted with regard to the condition of 
many of their disabled comrades, and feel the great necessity of having 
this class of children cared for, and admitted under the kindly protection 
of the schools. The members of the Grand Army of the Republic urge 
this matter simply because they are acquainted with the facte, and would 
urge the members of Legislature to cast their eyes around and see the 
good, the incalculable good, that is being done by these schools. They 
would, then, not fail to pass a law explicit enough to reach every worthy 
case of a child of a permanently disabled soldier. There are still many 
of these out of the schools, that should be reached. I am heartily glad 
that the last Legislature did pass the appropriation for these children, and 
I only wish that every needy child could be placed in the schools, and be 
propterly educated, for the State will never be impoverished by these wise 
appropriations, for there is a " giving that enriches, and a withholding that 
impoverighes." 

I desire, in conclusion, to express my sincere thanks to Governor Hart- 
ranft, for his continued interest in the Soldiers' Orphan schools. 
Respectfully submitted, 

ELIZABETH E. HUTTBR. 
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EXTRACTS FROM REPORTS OF PRINCIPALS. 



UNIONTOWN— A. H. W«ter% Principal. 

Health. — The health of the school, at the present time, is very good, 
and has been, for several months. Shortly after vacation, diptheria made 
its appearance in the school, and in a brief time there were over one hundred 
cases, two of which were fatal. The victims of this destroyer of inno- 
cents, were dear little children — brother and sister — Martha and John 
Waddington. Their death made our hearts exceedingly sad, but we could 
not but recognize a wonderful exemption from the hand of death in so 
many cases. In many places, whei-e the disease prevailed, whole families 
were carried off. 

Educational. — This sickness, beginning soon after the opening of the 
school, though not interfering with the regular exercises, nevertheless very 
perceptibly retarded the progress which we had good reason to believe 
would have been made. Still, regardless of this drawback, the general 
progress was very satisfactory. During the last few weeks of the year a 
large number of the advanced scholars were discharged on age. By this 
means the eighth grade became, at the time of the annual examination, 
almost extinct. This accounts for the very small number reported in the 
highest grade. It will also be observed from the report of the examina- 
tion, that the lower grades are very large, from the fact that during the 
year, nearly all the new admissions were quite small children. 

iMPUBTar The industrial feature of the system has been faithfully ob- 
served in a great variety of ways, all of which were of a practical charac- 
ter, and cannot but greatly benefit the children in the future. The remark 
is often made that the children look so lai^e for their age, and it has been 
insisted that they were over sixteen years of age. This physical develop- 
ment is the result of healthful food, regular habits, and the two hours work, 
so wisely demanded as a part of each day's duties. No other schools or 
colleges can furnish so large a number of fine looking and fully devel- 
oped physiques as are 'seen in our Soldiers' Orphan Schools. 

MoaALS. — The morals of the school are good, and the tendency is always 
in that direction. The exceptional cases are very rare. The best evidence 
of the moral influence at school is the life of the scholars when away. 
The most gratifying reports come of the excellent character of our gradu- 
ates, and of their success in life. Regular church service has been held 
every Sunday morning, which included the usual exercises of singing, 
prayer, and reading of Scriptures, with a discourse especially adapted to 
the wants of children, the discourse and all the exercises embracing only 
little over forty minutes. Sunday school in the afternoon, and morning 
and evening worship every day. 
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Ihprovehentb. — Dnring the year extensive additions have been made 
to the buildings, and the old furniture lias, in a great measure, been re- 
placed with new. One two-story stone house 54x21, with two wings, 
18x21, has been completed, and greatly adds to the convenience and com- 
fort. An addition to the school building, 40x30, has also been made, the 
second story adding that much to the boys' dormitory. Extensive im- 
provements have likewise been made to the grounds, which have greatly 
beautified the place, and given it a home-like appearance. 

In closing this, my eleventh annual report, I am impressed by the retro- 
spect, of the care of our Heavenly Father over these little ones. We 
often feel the force of the beautiful words, " Their angels do always be- 
hold the face of my Father which is in Heaven," 

To Mr. E. K. Hyndman, of the Pittsburg division of the Baltimore and 
Ohio railroad ; Mr. David MeCargo, of the Allegheny Valley railroad, and 
Mr. William Thaw, of the Pittsburg, Cincinnati and St. Louis railroad, I 
desire to express my grateful acknowledgments for affording these chil- 
dren aa opportunity of making their annual visit to their homes and 
friends free of expense. Had this generosity not been extended, some 
would have been deprived of this pleasure and recreation. 



WHITE HALL, — J. A. Uoor«, PrincipaL 

As principal, I first took charge of this school November 1, 1861, and 
conducted it till March 1, I8t5, when I transferred raj interest to Mr. JohK 
Dum, who managed it to March 1, 1817. I again aaaumed. control since 
the latter date. 

Excellent health has blessed the institution for the past year. With the 
exception of some twenty cases of measles, all of which were of a mild 
character, no serious sickness prevailed. The accidental scalding, June 9th, 
of a little girl, Minnie Killingcr, aged seven, from the efiects of which she 
died, was the cause of universal sorrow in our midst. 

In the educational department, the pupils have acquitted themselves 
very creditably, and upheld the well earned reputation of thoroughness in 
their studies, so justly accorded them in former years. If they excelled 
in any one branch more than another, it was in crayon sketches and orna- 
mental drawing. And in this, the following pupils deserve special men- 
tion: Masters Harry Badabaugh, William H. Cleckner, Charles Wise, Ran- 
dall Hoffman, John Hughes, A. B. Bohn, and Miss Mary Fry, all of whom 
exhibited unusual artistic talent. Prof. Z. B. Taylor, who had charge of 
the educational department, sustained himself ably, and was unremitting 
in his efibrts for the advancement of the pupils. Prof. 0. Snyder and 8. 
P. Stambaugh brought up the advanced classes, in the several branches, 
with credit to themselves, and the pupils, while Misses Lefever and Preisler, 
diligently instructed the lower grades. 

The library, which in former years contained over three hundred choice 
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volumeB of standard books for youth, has not been increased; though 
irithin the past few months a number of the best periodicals in the country 
has been added to the files of the reading-room, and, now, over forty 
dailies, weeklies, and monthlies, make up an interesting feature of news- 
reading for the boys and girls. 

On taking present charge, I did not find the clothing of the children in 
as good condition, neither in quality, or qnantity, as it was a few years ago. 

Care is taken to teach a high standard of morals, as all acquirements 
most be secondary to that of an unblemished character. Regular Sunday 
school exercises, as well as daily deTotional services, are religious duties, 
which all are required to perform. 

The usual necessary repairs, including the painting and renovation of 
the interior of the buildings will be made during vacation. 

After having a season of rest from the responsibilities of a long term of 
previous management, I again enter the service, with renewed vigor, and 
feel ftally determined to keep high the standard of Morality, Education, 
and Discipline. 



ANDBBSOlTBtma— W. H. Hall, FrincipaL 
There is nothing special to note concerning the working of the school, 
during the year. The progress made in every department was quite satis- 
factory. We therefore deem it nnnecessary to lengthen this report by re- 
peating what has been said in former reports, and will only say that the 
regular programme for the working of the schools has this year, as well as 
in the past, been strictly adhered to. 



B&HKIBWATIEB— James Stitzer, FrincipoL 
During the past year we have worked, as usual, earnestly and fkithfiilly 
in the field of labor undertaken eight years ago. Each year we strive to 
improve upon the preceding one. It is our constant endeavor that those 
'Consigned to our care improve, not only intellectually, but in all those 
'graces and virtues that adorn tme manhood and womanhood. In this 
respect our efforts have not been in vain. We notice among the students 
:an ever increasing depth of thought, and more liberal views of life. 

In educating these colored children for future usefulness we have an 
important task to perform. Every individual step assists to elevate the 
race. Our boys and girls realize this fact. It is their noblest ambition 
:to do missionary work in the Sonth. 

The graduates of Bridgewater are eagerly sought for by the Southern 
Bureau of Education, and their eminent fitness for the work has been 
fully attested. A large number of sixteeners have taught there very suc- 
>cesBfully, and others will begin the work in the foil. 

^ince last September fifteen students have left us to take their places as 
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men and women in the future that awaits them. The poaitione tbey have 
obtained have been honorable, and by their industry and reliability they 
have reflected credit not only upon themselves but upon the Institution, 

Educational. — We have had the additional duties of a normal school 
during the past two years. Our normal scholars have made creditable pro- 
gress and become proficient in the theory and practice of teaching. Their 
regular studies, in connection with the eighth grade, have been English gram- 
mar, philosophy, algebra, elocution, and Latin grammar and translation. 

Especial care has been given to Essay writing. We think it not only 
important that the students should speak correctly, but that they should 
also write grammatically and clearly. A period each day is allotted to the 
task of composition, when subjects are assigned to the pupils by their teacher; 
Much credit in this department is due to the priucipal teacher, Mr. J. E. 
Cochran, under whose efficient teaching the progress has been very marked. 

Ihdubteial. — Our boys have accomplished more outside work this sum- 
mer than ever before. The farm has been kept in excellent condition. It 
has been thoroughly cultivated and produced an abundance of vegetables. 
We have incnlcated the truth that industry is the only avenue to success; 



CHESTEB SPBHTOS— Ura. E. H. Hoore, Principal. 

As stated in my last report, the year preceding this was one of disap- 
pointment and trials, the result of changes and loss sustained by fire. 
These circumstances greatly affected the progress of the School, but 
measures were early taken to prepare for a good year to follow. 

BuiLDiN08^_The building erected to take the place of the one destroyed 
by fire, was ready for occupancy in September, soon after the children re- 
turned from their summer vacation. It is a three-story structure, 37x84 
feet, with high ceilings, well lighted, and well ventilated. This is attached to 
a stone building which escaped the flames. Together they give ample space 
for dining-room, kitchen, store-room, male attendant's office, boys' sitting- 
room, and bath-room on the first floor, boys' large dormitories, steward's 
apartments, teachers' and male attendant's private rooms, clothes-rooms, 
infirmary, and store-room, on the second and third floors. 

The girls' building has undergone some improvements, which add to the 
comfort and pleasure of its occupants. 

The building used for educational purposes has been newly floored, 
painted, and papered. 

Clothino. — The boys and girls are very well supplied with good cloth-: 
ing for every day and for Sunday. 

Health. — We had some cases of sickness during the year, but generally 
the health has been good. 

Industry. — Besides the usual work of the institution, there has been a 
great deal to do in clearing away the debris from the burnt building, and 
fixing up the grounds. In this the boys have taken great interest, and 
have performed, with diligence aud wilbngness, their alloted portion, as 
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hsTB also the girls in their departmemt. Much of the spare time of the 
girls is devoted to sewing and ornamental work. 

MoKALS. — The improTement in the moral condition has been very grati- 
fying. The gentle influence of teachers and others has created or developed 
a similar character in the children, which shows itself in their daily inter- 
course with each other. They are cheerful and happy, thus showing that 
they have confidence in their instructors, and regard them as their friends. 

RELiaious. — When the weather permits, the school attend Sunday 
morning services in the nearest church, (one mile distant.) At other 
times we have religious exercises in our atody hall, where an hour in the 
morning is spent pleasantly, and, we trust, profitably to all. Sabbath 
school has been kept up regularly throughout the year. The " Interna- 
tional Lesson Papers " are used. 

A prayer meeting was instituted at the beginning of the term, and has 
been continued with increasing interest. We trust and believe that much 
lasting good has been effected. 

Ediicatio«al, — The educational department lias been under the charge 
of Mr. D. A. Hannan — a teacher of several years' experience in graded 
schools — whose kind and genial manner soon won the confidence and re- 
spect of the children. He has been assisted by Messrs. M. E. McLinn 
and L. A. Haffley, Misses M. E. Wickersham and E. Sharpless, and Mrs, 
M. E. McLinn, all teachers of experience and ability. 

The school has been divided into eight grades, as formerly, but more at- 
tention has been paid to the primary branches throughout the grades, thus 
laying a good foundation for future study. The pupils have taken great 
interest in their studies, and show marked improvement, especially in com- 
position and in the general iise of languoage. A literary society, known 
as " The McCuUough Literary Seciety," was organized in December, 1876. 
About sixty of the pupils have attached themselves to it. Meetings are 
held every Thursday evening. Much interest is manifested by the mem- 
bers, and great benefit is derived. Books are purchased with the funds of 
the society. It already has a nice library of about sixty volumes. These, 
together with the library of the school, and daily and weekly periodicals, 
Airnish abundant and choice reading matter. The reading room is at- 
tractive, and many hours are spent there profitably and pleasantly in the 
quiet enjoyment of books and papers. 

GENfeEAL Remarks. — The school is now, as from its organization, eon- 
trolled by a board of trustees, with M. S. McCuUough, Esquire, as president, 
whose heartfelt interest in the children is attested by his desire and deter- 
mination to make them comfortable. 

The term just ended has been one of unprecedented success. The 
faithfulness and untiring zeal of teachers and employes have done so 
much to elevate the standard of the school that I cannot close this report 
without expi'essing deep appreciation of their most valuable services and 
entire cooperation in the great work. The same corps will remain with 
ns, and we have every reason to believe that a pleasant year will ensue. 
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DATTON — Hu^h KcOandleM, Principal. 

Sanitary, — The health of the school during the past year haa been 
good, there being but one serious case of sickness. About two weeks 
after the children returned from vacation, Flora L. Metoalf took diptberia, 
and, after an illnesB of four days, died on the 16th day of September. We 
had five cases of inflammatory rheumatism, and most of the children had 
mumps, but none were bo ill as to be kept from school for more than, two 
or three days. With a single exception, all are now in perfect health. 

Imdvstrt. — In this department there has been little or no change. 
Twelve boys, under the supervision of W. P. Oberiin, have done all the 
shoe mending and made all the every day boots and shoes needed in the 
institution. In addition to this the boys have done the usual amount of 
farm work, and the girls have performed their accustomed routine of 
household duties. 

Eddgational. — During the year the majority of the children have made 
progress worthy of commendation. This year special attention has been 
paid to map drawing and painting in water colors. 

Moral and Religious. — As to the course of instruction pursued in 
reference to these, we have nothing new to report, but as regards the 
morals of the school, the cheerfulness, obedience, and morality of the 
children, the school has never before stood so high since the writer took 
charge of it. 

Miscellaneous. — Repairs have been made where necessity demanded. 
We have added to our library some twenty-five or thirty new books. 

In concluding this very brief report, it is but just to say that the suc- 
cess of the school is very largely due to the labors of my assistants. 
Prof. M. L. Thonnhurst has had charge of the educational department^ 
and was assisted by Mr. J. E. Frantz and Misses M. Marshall, U. P. Mar- 
shall, M. K. Houston, and Lizzie and Ada McCandless for part of the 
year, and Miss 8. Frantz for the entire year. The other departments were 
in charge of Messrs. E. Morrow and W. P. Oberiin; Misses M. Dill, N. 8, 
Morrow, X. Gaston, M. Oliver ; Mrs. E. McCutcheou and Mrs. McCandless. 
Vocal music was taught by Mr. B. S. Pontius. 

. The thanks of the principal are due to the above for their untiring 
efforts and the £aithful performance of their several duties. 



HAKFOBD— H. S. Bweet, Frincipal. 
The progress of this institution for the past year has been all that we could 
expect. The children returned promptly after their annual vacation, and 
immediately resumed their various duties, especially their work in the school 
room, evincing by their conduct, the feeling that they had returned to 
their home, and that they had a work for themselves to do. This contented 
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spirit has pervaded the in etituti on throughout the yeaT,not a single absence 
without permission having occurred. The deportment in the achool-room 
has been most gratifying and exemplary. Self govemmeDt having been 
insisted upon in the past, now exhibits its fraits in the conduct of the 
children, as they now feel that it devolves upon themselves to maintain 
order and to sustain a good reputation for the school. 

The priciplee of good morals and self-reliance, instilled into the minds 
of the pupils while with us, enables them, when arriving at the age of six- 
teen, to obtain and 811 positions of trust and honor. Many are teaching with 
DO further preparation than that afforded them while in this school. 

The sanitary condition has been better than ever before, there having 
been no case of serious illness, and but few cases have been sufficient to 
detain the pupils from school for any length of time. 

The educational department, under the care of M, Kasson, assisted by 
the teachers long connected with the school, shows the beneficial result of 
employing teachers acquainted with the peculiarities of the different pnpils 
under their control, as very effective work has been accomplished. 

The study of English literature was introduced at the beginning of the 

The members of the seventh and eighth grades are prepared to enter the 
scientific course of most of our colleges. 

As a result of the preparation for the Centennial, the girls devote much 
of their leisure time to fancy needle-work, and in making home adorn- 
ments, and are becoming quite proficient. 

The Grand Army of the Republic, together with the Veteran Organiza- 
tion, have rendered especial favors upon two occasions ; the laying of the 
corner-stone of the Soldiers' Monument at Montrose and at their annual 
encampment, not only providing transportation, hut furnishing a sumptu- 
ous dinner for the whole school. The deportment of the children received 
favorable notice ttom the county papers on these occasions. 



LINCOLN INSTITUTION.— Kargaret T. Cla7, Secretary, Board of Uonagerv. 

SiK: — The Board of Managers of the Lincoln Institution present this 
their eleventh annual report, with renewed expressions of satisfaction for 
the work done during the past year. 

There were during the year a total of ninety-four boys in the Institution, 
all engaged in some trade or employed by mercantile houses during the 
day. Their evenings are devoted to study and reading. They give univer- 
sal gratification to their employers, who testify to their industry, honesty, 
and high moral bearing. 

The night school is under the immediate supervision of the board of 
council, who report the decided improvement the boys have made in their 
several departments of study. The June examinations were well con- 



DigmzcdbyGoOglC 



DijilizodbyGOOgle 






DijilizodbyGOOgle 



£x. DOO.] SnPERmTENDENT OF SOLDIEBS' OBPHANS. 41 

ducted; and showed a. marked progress and thoroughneaa made by the 
pupite in their laet echolastic year. 

The health of the inmates of the Inetitntion has heen most excellent, 
very few cases of sickness having occurred. There were two deaths dur- 
ing the year, Thomas Cumminga, aged fifteen years, died from the results 
of an accident while bathing; and Albert H. Perkenpine, who died of ty- 
phoiii fever, in his eighteenth year. Both were promising lade and much 
beloved by their employers and schoolmates. 

The boys visited the Centemiial exhibition twice in a body; and at- 
tracted great praise for their soldierly deportment on "Pennsylvania Day," 
when they formed part of the guard of the Governor as he passed into the 
State buildings. 

In the educational exhibit made by the State at the Centennial, the Lin- 
coln boys made a very creditable display, both of school-work and of the 
separate trades which they are learning. 



UANSFIEIJ) — F. A. Allen, PrincipaL 

No material changes have been efi'ected in our school during the past 
year. The progress made has been commensurate with the expenditure of 
effort. Entire satisfaction has not been attained. We do not look for this 
while dealing with frail human nature. Therefore, no great disappoint- 
ment has been experienced. 

The new recruits, sent in to us since September last, are younger than 
those formerly sent. Their scholastic attainments are less. Hence a low- 
ering of the standard of scholarship. The physical condition of these 
children is much below the average of those heretofore sent us. This is so 
strikingly apparent that it is commented upon by all who have to do with 
them. But a marked improvement has taken place with them during the 
short period they have been with us. This is mainly due to the enforcing 
of regular habits, and a simple and wholesome diet. If the thousands of 
parents who have feeble, sickly children, would but learn the lesson these 
schools teach so unmistakably, touching the physical training of children, 
the world would be wiser and better for it. 

We have experienced rather more than our usual amount of sickness. 
Diphtheria has been quite prevalent with us, though in i'.s milder form. 
Only one death has occurred from any cause. Aside from the above- 
mentioned disease, our school has enjoyed, to a great degree, excellent 
health. 

No change in the manner of teaching. Every year only the more firmly 
convinces us that the "new departure" is the true way. Each teacher 
has a special department of labor or branch to teach, and passes (Vom 
room to room at the close of every recitation period. 

We have found verj' great benefits arising from the study of literature. 
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in the different grades. While teaching authors, pupils are required to 
commit extracts from their writings, thus giving them the beat material 
Tor after-thought, and affording a most excellent discipline. It also adds 
a much greatiT interest in, and a greater love for, the reading of better 
periodicals and books than the general market affords. 

Through the kindness of the Episcopalians of the place, we have held 
our Sunday school at 9 A. M., in their chnrch. The most of our teachers 
in this school have been volunteers from the Normal School. And most 
efficient labor have they given us. It gives me great pleasure, in this pub- 
lic manner to thank them moat heartily for their very acceptable work. 

The work of the farm baa been much more profitable to all concerned. 
We have more thoroughly systematized the work, and have added in- 
centives to greater excellence in the kind and quality of work. We have 
endeavored to teach that labor was not only necessary, but honorable, and 
that skilled or educated labor will always pay best. 

As a whole, our school may be said to have passed pleasantly and 
smoothly through the year, even with leas friction than formerly. This is 
due to the foct of a continuance of the same employes, in the main. We 
not only believe in, but practice, "civil service," and adopt to the letter 
the doctrine of the " survival of the fittest." 



HcAUjISTEIIVILLE— Jacob Smith, Froprietor. 

In submitting thia annual report for the first whole year as proprietor, I 
would acknowledge the goodness and mercies of a kind Providence in 
guarding our home from sickness and death, and to Him ascribe all praise 
for whatever success has attended our united labors. 

Educationai It was my good fortune in January last to secure the 

services of Professor William Bogle and wife, for a number of years con- 
nected with the Mercer Soldiers' Orphan School,) the former as principal, 
the latter to take charge of the primary department. In entering upon 
their duties, they introduced, and I am happy to announce, successfully 
carried through, many needed reforms. The school was reclassified, the 
time given to each recitation extended, and the movemeut of classes so 
arranged that but little confusion resulted thereft^m. For the success ac- 
companying their efforts, I respectfully refer you to those representing the 
Soldiers' Orphan School department at our recent examination, 

MooAL AND Relioioub. — The moral deportment of our children is good, 
when it is remembered that many of them have lost father and mother, and 
previous to their admittance here, were ignorant of moral restraint. De- 
votional exercises are held morning and evening, when frequently one of 
the pupils reads a portion of Scripture of their own selection, A deep in- 
terest is felt in the Sabbath-achool work. The children are supplied with 
" Lesson Leaves," and it is a pleasure to see with what zeal and cheerful- 
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nesB they devote their spare time to the preparation of their lessons. 
During the last year we have not had regular preaching at the school. The 
children, however, attend, almost ever Sabbath, one of the churches in the 
village. 

Industry. — Kach department is under the control of a competent person, 
in which the girls are taught all kinds of work done at the school, many 
of them becoming experts with the needle, and in doing general house* 
work. The boys are required to do much of the work on the farm, and 
many of them display considerable taste and skill in the management of 
small parcels of ground given them for their exclusive supervision. I am 
very particular to have the children instructed well in all things pertaining 
to the house and farm. 

Discipline. — Under the present management, radical changes have been 
made in the methods used to enforce discipline. Corporal punishment, so 
long and faithfully applied with but slight beneficial results, has been al- 
most entirely banished ; and in its stead the esteem, aft^tion, and obedience 
of these fatherless little ones is gained by love. The results thus far are 
highly gratifying, and fully appreciated by all. 

Clothing. — No means have been spared during the year to have our 
children well and comfortably clothed. 

Oenebal Remarks. — My corps of assistants is selected with care ; and 
whenever practicable, it is my desire to retain those having a knowledge 
of the workings of an institution of this kind, being conviuced by sad ex- 
perience that the fewer changes made the better for the school. We are 
now having our vacation, during which I purpose building a new wash-house 
and making other improvements for the comfort and convenience of the 
children. 



HEltOZB — a. W. Wright, Hana^r. 

In behalf of the Mercer Soldiers' Orphan School Company, I submit 
the following report for the year ending May 31st, 1817 : 

The year through which we have just passed has been one of unprece- 
dented labor and anxiety on the part of all concerned. Over one hundred 
pupils were admitted during the year, many of whom had not previously 
enjoyed the advantages of a good school, and consequently required much 
care in grading and training. Our teachers generally have labored with a 
zeal worthy of the profession, and deserve, much credit for their untiring 
efforts. The employes, also, have been faithful, and have taken a deep 
interest in the institution. There was considerable sickness in the school 
soon after the commencement of the term, brought by returning pupils, 
which retarded the progress of the school for some time, but notwith- 
standing all difficulties there has been effectual work done, and when we 
reflect upon what has been passed through during th^ jeac vm ^r^ot but 
feel a deep sense of gratitude to God for His goodnesa'aH*^ merc^.;^ 
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There has been a manifest improvement in the morals of the children, 
which we are glad to notice. Quite a number of the children connected 
with the chnrch dnringthe year, and have exercised a wholesome influence 
on others. The children attend Sabbath school regularly, and there is 
congeniality and home-like feeling among the pupils generally. 

During the year the pupils have been studious, and have made substan- 
tial progress in all the branches pursued. Considerable attention has been 
paid to general instruction in all the classy. The teachers have aimed to 
infuse into the minds of the pupils the importance of earnest work and 
study, and have endeavored to teach them how to think, what to think 
about, and to consider the great objects and responsibilities of life ; to 
make of them true men and women, prepared to battle successfully with 
the realities of life, that the people of the Commoii wealth may be proud 
of them as its wards in years to come. 

The higher grades were instructed in algebra, natural philosophy, physi- 
ology, United States history, rhetoric, book-keeping, geometry, and Latin. 

The discipline has not been rigid or severe, yet the obedience has been 
prompt, wiltingj and cheerful. We have endeavored to teach the children 
to do right because it is right, and not from fear of punishment ; hence 
we have been able to give them greater liberty and more privileges than 
we otherwise could have done. To make the school a " home " in every 
respect has been our aim, and we feel that, to some extent at least, we 
have been successful. 

A fine chapel was built during the year. It is a substantial wood struc- 
ture, a by 68 feet, two stories high — the lower story being used as a 
chapel, with two recitation rooms at one end, separated from the main 
part by a partition which can be removed at pleasure ; the second story is 
used as a dormitory for the boys. The building and furniture in chapel 
and school-rooms cost the company about $3,500. 

The grounds and buildings are in good condition — better, perhaps, than 
ever before, and we have an abundance of room to accommodate four hun- 
dred children. 

The children have been taught to do all kinds of work connected with 
the institution, and have shown considerable aptness in the several depart- 
ments. All kinds of house work connected with the institution is done, 
neatly and well, by all the girls old enough to engage in such work. The 
boys all do their work better and more systematically than in former 
years. Those who have gone out from the institution to engage in active 
life on their own responsibility have given an experience to the boys re- 
maining in school that has done them much good, and has taught them to 
make ready for the battle which awaits them. 

We are deeply indebted to the ministers and good people of Mercer and 
vicinity for their frequent visits to the school and many acts of kindness. 
With tlh^e^nQQutagements and Qod's blessing, we cannot but succeed in 
the futOKt '','••• '"■' 
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KOmfT JOT. — Jeue Kennedy, Principal. 

The educational department has been under the care of Mr. George W. 
Geiger, who has ahly and impartially discharged the duties devolving upon 
him. He has been assisted by Mr. Joseph H. Martin, and Misses Mary E, 
Bucfavalter, Sallie E. Gulp, and Ella A. Kline, teachers of experience and 
unquestioned ability. By their united and untiring efforts, they have ad- 
vanced the school, as a whole, to a higher standard of proficiency than it 
had attained in any former year. The thoroughness of our instruction has 
enabled twelve of our scholars to graduate in our normal schools by one 
year's attendance. 

Believing a practical education to be deficient without a knowledge of 
general information, we have, in addition to the regular course of instruc- 
tion prescribed, made this study a specialty, and have met with marked 
success. 

Quite a number of our girls have been taking instrumental music lessons, 
and some of them play with a remarkable degree of ease and aptness. 

We are sorry to be obliged to notice the deaths of two of our boys. The 
first was caused by hereditary consumption ; the second by accident on the 
railroad. Both of them died at their homes, and as they were passing 
away, their words and expression gave evidence that a "better country" 
awaited their coming. 

Otherwise the health of the school has been good, with the exception of 
one case of hemorrhages. Our hearts ascend in thankfultness to our kind 
Father, who has so gently conducted us through the uncertainties of 
another year. 

Our discipline, while rigid, has been so seasoned with moral forces as to 
produce a general home feeling among the children. 

We are happy to report that an uninterrupted social feeling has charac- 
terized our entire faculty, which had much to do with the moral standing 
of the school. 

Deep interest is taken in the Sabbath 8chool,by both faculty and scholars. 
The usual devotional exercises are daily observed, and a general prayer- 
meeting ia held every Wednesday evening. 

The children who have been discharged from this school, by reason of 
reaching the prescribed age of sixteen years, are, as a rule, following hon- 
orable callings, and in most oases with fair prospects of success. 



SOLDIBItS' OBPHAHS* INSTITUTE — Dr. and Hra. A. Harshlwrgrer, 
Frincipala. 

During the first two months of the scliool year that has just closed the 
great Centennial was stiU going on. Consequently a great many visitors 
from our own and foreign lands came to see the institut'one. A?nong the 
distinguished men who visited us were Mr. Hitchcock, the Ccumiesioner 
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- iVom the Sandwich Islands, and Colonel Juan J. Marin, Spanish Royal 
Commissioner, and judge of awards ; also the educational and industrial 
visiting committee from France, These gentlemen expressed themselTcs 
surprised and delighted that the orphans of our fallen soldiers are so well 
cared for. Again and again was the Soldiers' Orphans' School system 
of Pennsylvania lauded in our hearing by the strangers to the Centennial 
city. 

Pennsylvania day, September S8th, 1816, is one that will long, long be 
remembered by us all. As was most fitting, the inmates of the Soldiers' 
Orphans' Institute and Northern Home turned out en mange to the exhi- 
bition. The children numbered about fonr hundred — were under the care 
of their teachers and other officers. These "wards of the State " attracted 
a great deal of attention. They were neatly attired — the girls in white 
dresses, with " red, white and blue " sashes — and the boys in cadet uni- 
form. The entire boiiy rendezvoused at the Pennsylvania Educational 
Hall, which they always considered "headquarters," and thence marched 
to the Pennsylvania State building, being escorted by two companies of 
the Grand Army of the Republic. At the State building they were re- 
viewed by Governor Hartranft and yourself. 

The anniversary in May, in the Academy of Music, as usual, was a 
brilliant affair. Decoration day was duty Itept, the orphans of our 
school assisting Post No. 8, Grand Army of the Republic, in the planting 
of flags and strewing of flowers in Glenwood cemetery, upon the graves 
of the heroes of th« la£e wxri 

The Fourth of July was celebrated m an appropriate manner.. The 
larger boys visited the Permanent Exhibition, through the liberality of 
George W, Childs, Esquire. The Wednesday before the close of school, 
the entire body of children were admitted to this Permanent Exhibition 
through the kind invitation of the management. It was a good day, and 
one fraught with many a useful lesson. The exhibitors took great pains 
to explain the points of interest to the children. They have oar hearty 
thanks. 

But the great day of all the year, to which both teachers and pupils look 
forwai'd with unabating interest, is the annual examination in July, when 
the deeds of the year are all called into a reckoning. 

This year the Soldiers' Orphan Institute was honored with the presence 
of four State officers, viz ; Inspectors, Rev. C, Comforth and Mrs. E. W. 
Hutter, and Deputy Superintendents Hauck and Lindsay. Besides these, 
a great company of tlie managers, trustees, and other distinguished gentle- 
men and ladies of Philadelphia, graced the occasion with their presence. 

The examination began at 9 a. m. and was continued during the entire 
day, July 13th, 18T7. The examinations of the various classes were con- 
ducted chiefly by th^ State examiners. The pupils acquitted themselves 
with gre[ifferS|iI*.*. ^le noticeable feature of the day was the quiet, man- 
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nerly deportment of the pupils, both in the class-rooms and while at liberty 
on the grounds. 

From two to three o'clock p. m., the little Kinder Garten class, under 
the care of Miss Walk, was exercised. The hour seemed to be a very happy 
one for the little children, their teacher and the audience. 

In the eveoing all assembled in the chapel, where appropriate exercises 
filled up the time. Singing by the children, music by the band, and 
speeches by the State Examiners and others, and the awarding of diplomas 
and a copy of Col. James L, Paul's History of the Soldiers' Orphans to 
the worthy " Sixteeners." The whole scene was a bright and happy one 1 
Alter the exercises in the chapel, a drill by the cadets. In this connec- 
tion we may mention that several of the " boys " of our school, who had 
been honorably discharged at the age of sixteen, were with the first di- 
vision, Philadelphia troops, in their late campaign to quell the riot at 
Pittsburg and Scranton. The drill received at the orphan school fitted 
them to defend their State that had educated them. 

We regret to record the death of Hon, Matthew Baird, a firm friend of 
our institute, and the patron of the Matthew Baird cornet hand. Also, 
we have lost, by death, three of our oldest lady managers : Miss Susan 
O'Neil, Mrs. R. T. Shepherd, and Mrs. Worrell. 

Several important repairs and improvements have been made during the 
year. A well rewalled and made available for cool water for the children 
to drink, repaving of laundry yard, and repairs to the main house. 
The Sabbath school. ctodinufis in a flonriahing conditions- 
Several of our girls have been admitted to a State normal school for the 
ensuing term. 

There has been but little change in the corps of our ofQoers and teach- 
ers, and all seem ready to buckle on the armor this tall for another year 
of solid work for the good of their charge. 
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A LIST OF "SIXTEENERS," 

IN THE TSAR emS6 HAT 31, 1S77. 



Below will be found a list of the children who arrived at the age of six- 
teen during the paat year, and were dischai^ed. 

There ie no better way in which the system could exhibit its fruits. 

ANSBBSONBTTBa. 
Annie McCartney, with her mother, Harrisburg, Fa. 
John Winrick, farming, Hnntingdon county, Pa. 
Mary Stanford, cook in institution. 
Sylvester Decker, fanning, Karrisonville, Pa. 
Bufus Miller, attending school, THew Paris, Pa. 
Amelia Blottenberg. 
James TafC. 

Anson L. Bell, machinist, Altoona, Pa. 
John 8. Kephart, &rming, Muncy, Pa. 
George H. Jacobs, at home, Donnelly's Mills, Fa. 
Samuel Stuart, Pittsburg, Pa. 
Carrie Woodbum, mantuamaking, Altoona, Pa. 
Mary A. Evans, with her mother. 
Annie Martin, with her mother, Shermansdale, Pa. 
Matilda E. Hartley, with her mother, Patterson, Pa 
Thomas W. Kinsloe, farming, Andersonburg, Fa. 
Eddie Rupert, with his mother, Huntingdon, Pa. 
Sallie Williams, with her mother, Willmore, Pa. 
Edward Reed, New Bloomfield, Pa. 



BBIDaKWATBB. 
Alice E. Brown, attending normal school, Hampton, Va. 
I. C. Mullen, employed in the institution. 
Edward B. Crabb. 

John H. Davis, waiter in Philadelphia, Pa. 
Thomas N. Lohman, with his aunt, Philadelphia, Pa. 
John C. Bacon, in a store, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Charles Williams, at home, Pittsbui^, Pa. 
Albert Shorts, at home, Philadelphia, Pa. 
William I. Lyons. 
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Agnes H. Enty, employed in institution. 

Mary S. Scott, at home, Chambersbui^, Pa. 

Gharlee Harris, attending normal school, Hampton, Va. 



OEBSTEB SPXINGS. 

Annie L. Andrews, with her mother, Allentown, Pa. 
John Boyer, errand boy, Philadelphia, Pa. 

James Downey, in cotton mill, Manayunk, Pa., @ $4 per week. 
David Evans, miner, Mt. Carmel, Pa. 
Qeorge Eames, attending school, Weatherly, Pa. 
George Foxbill, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Geoi^e Goodwin, printer, Downingtown, Pa. 
James Gorman, in mill, Media, Pa. 
Elmer Goshora, Shade Gap, Pa. 
R. J. Hunter, domestic service, Downingtown, Pa. 
Emma Jones, domestic service, Mt. Carmel, Pa. 
Florence Kissinger, with her mother, Sbartlesville, Pa. 
Leander Kissington, errand boy, White Hall, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Charles Lebold, with his mother, Phoenixville, Pa. 
Sylvester Lantzer, Allentown, Pa. 
Emma Luckenbill, dress-making, Pottsville, Pa. 
Aaron Miller, Easton, Pa. 

Ella Manning, Minersville, Pa., (died.) • 

Mary E. Mayberry, attending State Normal School, West Chester, Pa. 
Charles H. Musselman, telegraphing, Phoenixville, Pa. 
William Peoples, farming, West Chester, Pa. 
Annetta Rice, Auburn, Pa., (died.) 
William Rapine, in grocery store, Philadelphia, Pa- 
Joseph Seltzer, with his mother, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Harry Vanronk, Mauch Chmik, Pa. 
John Tickers, shoemaking, Phoenixville, Pa. 
William Vennervaldt, Philadelphia, Pa. 
H. M. Ziegenfuss, with Dr. J. R. Hainey, Camden, N. J, 



DATTON. 

" Watson A. Adams, farming, Indiana county, Pa. 
James C. Wilson. 
Lindsey E. Carl. 
Daniel W. Karlinsey. 

Uzetta M. Pink, with her mother, Brady's Bend, Pa. 
Mattie Ayers, with her mother, Indiana county. Pa. 
Henry C. McMillen, with his mother, New Bethlehem, Pa. 
4 Sol. Orp. 
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Abram O. Hetrick, fanning, Clarion county. Pa. 

Miranda H. Pounds, with her mother, Dayton, Pa. 

Margaret Brown, with her mother, Armstrong county. Pa, 

Vermadel Funk, attending school, Dayton, Pa, 

Philip T, Stroup, farming, Indiana county. Pa. 

Mary E. Scott, with her mother, Johnstown, Pa. 

John L. Campbell. 

Rosetta Long, with her mother, Brookville, Pa. 

Allen Nulf. 

Mary E. Crick. 

Aaron Rowley, ehoemaking, Freeport, Pa. 

Sallie A. Burns, married to Edward Paine. 

Eliza M. Bish, married to Thomas Smith. 

John G. McCrory, with his mother, Brash valley. Pa. 

J. Elsy Smith, with her mother, Indiana, Pa. 

Daniel W. Doty, farming, Indiana county, Pa. 

Clara McDonald, Indiana, Pa. 

Ella J. Meade, with her mother, Brookville, Pa. 

Harry J. Bumharm, in printing office, Parker city, Fa. 

John S. Byers, attending school, Perrysville, Pa. 

William R. Martin, attending school, Dayton, Pa. 

James M. Neff, farming, Indiana county, Pa. 

Alexander M. Schreckengost. 

A. Mabel Patterson, with her aunt, Clarion county. Pa. 

Sophia C. Cessna, with her mother, Indiana county, Pa. 

Elvarlne Clark, with her mother, Indiana county. Pa. 

James E. Palmer, with hie mother, Westmoreland county. Pa. 

Terreesa E. Reese, with her mother. New Bethlehem, Pa. 

Richard Ayler, with his mother, Eittanuing, Pa. 

Thomas Cunningham, with his mother, Kittanning, Pa. 

Calvin Brad dock. 

Wilhelmina Hunter, with her mother, Apollo, Pa. 

Margaret E. Rhodes. 

Lizzie Sauseman. 

A. J. Nicholson. 

Margaret B. Stitt, with her mother, Leechburg, Pa. 

Harry R. McCune, with his mother, Allegheny city. Pa. 

George W. Bail, with his mother, Allegheny city, Pa. 

Estella McKee, with her mother, Armstrong county. Pa. 

Cora A. Work, with her mother, Indiana county, Pa. 

J. Edgar Wilson, farming, Armstrong county. Pa. 

James H, Early, with his mother, Parker City, Pa. 

Samuel F. Kelly, with his mother, Pittsburg, Pa. 

Clara Boo her. 

David 8. Fetters, farming, Indiana county. Pa. 
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Hannah A. Bailey, with her mother, Perry county, Ohio. 

Sarah Elepfer. 

Jacob H. Plenner. 

Daniel Peters. 

Jennie S. Eeister. 

John A. Coder, farming, Armstrong county. Pa. 

Harry W. Gold, with his mother, Humbolt City, Iowa. 

Sarah E. Reed, with her grandfather, Jefferson county. Pa. 



Mary Santee, with her uncle, Dorrance, Pa. 

Stephen McLand, farming, Forkston, Pa. 

W. H. McCoun, farming, Laxawaxan, Pa. 

Draper Warner, farming, Spring Hill, Pa. 

William E. Wright, brakemaii, D. L. A; W. R. R. 

Miasourie Rehrig, with mother, Plymouth, Pa. 

Margaret Culver, with her mother, Spring Hill, Pa. 

John Rockwell, teaching, Harford, Pa. 

Luceita WardcU, learning dreasnmking, Moscow, Pa. 

Luella Magee, with her mother, LaceyviUe, Pa. 

Augusta Strong, learning millinery, Carbondale, Pa. 

Samuel Beardslee, farming. 

Edward Gillespie, barber, Tunkhannoek, Pa. 

Ida Vaow, with her mother, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 

Ada BayesB, teaching, Scottsville, Pa. 

Emma Dickens, teaching. 

Martha E. Lewis, with her mother, Sugar Run, Pa. 

Carrie E. Collins, mth her mother, Scott, Pa. 

Kate E. Beebc, attending school, Harford, Pa. 

Curtis E. Stevens, teamster, Harford, Pa. 

Cassie E. Johnson, with her mother, Plains, Pa. 

N. P. McCafferty, farming. Sugar Run, Pa. 

Frank E, Ogden, learning watchmaking, Waymart, Pa. 

Stephen Ormsby, attending school, Harford, Pa. 

George Miller, huckster, Scranton, Pa. 

William Upright, with his mother. South Canaan, Pa. 

Sarah Davis, attending school, Harford, Pa. 

Viola Bronson, with her mother, South Canaan, Pa. 

Abner Yanarsdale, miner, Kingston, Pa. 

Mary Merrill, attending school, Harford, Pa, 
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INDTTSTKIAI. SOHOOI.. 
Sarah Gusick, with her mother, New Castle, Pa. 
Hannah McNulty, with her mother, Philadelphia, Pa. 



LiNOOur ZNanrnnoN. 
Samuel Kirkpatrick, with William Simpson & Sons, Philadelphia, Pa. 
John Grear, with Reeves, Parvin & Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 
William Phillips, with William H. Taylor, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Clarence Wiley, with Collins' printing house, Philadelphia, Pa. 
John Kane, with Hood, Bonbright & Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Andrew Kane, with Hood, Bonbright & Co., Philadelphia, Fa. 
James Roscoe, with Potter & Hoffman, Philadelphia, Pa. 
George W. Holt, with William H. Harrison & Bro., Philadelphia, Pa. 
James Derr, with Wells & Gray, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Alexander Baird, with his guardian. 
John Hobaugh, with his guardian. 
William Clay, with his guardian. 

Joseph Cooper, with Educational Home, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Wilmer Hamman, on school ship Constitution, United States Navy. 
Philip Brandt, with Brill A Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 
William H. Holt, with Kelly & Ludwig, Philadelphia, Pa. 



George C. Downing, farming, Mansfield, Pa. 
Angeline Wilber, attending State Normal school, Mansfield, Pa. 
Ade Butler, with her mother, Westfleld, Pa, 
Frederick Saxton, farming, Tioga, Pa. 
■George J. Hulslander, in drug store. Canton, Pa. 
Mary Huff, attending Soldiers' Orphan School, Mansfield, Pa. 
.John B. Kennada, with his mother, Hammond's Creek, Pa. 
Eliza M. Wheeler, attending State Normal School, Mansfield, Pa. 
William H. DeHaas, with his mother, Williamsport, Pa. 
Mary A. Rice, housekeeping, near Mansfield, Pa. 
Phida Beardsley, attending State Normal School, Mansfield, Pa. 
■Clarence Miller, attending State Normal School, Mansfield, Pa. 
Helen Smith, teaching near Lawrenceville, Pa. 
Lucy Warren, attending State Normal School, Mansfield, Pa. 
Albert Porter, with his mother, Shunk, Pa. 
David Montgomery, in woolen factory, Huntersville, Pa. 
B.achael Saxton, with her mother, Jersey Shore, Fa. 
William Fruyne, with his mother. West Burlington, Pa. 
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Victor Vargason, with liis mother, New Era, Pa. 

Alva Thompson, with hie mother, Roulette, Pa. 

Eliza Miller, with her mother, Athens, Pa. 

Franklin Hakes, with his mother, Monroeton, Pa. 

Charles Hulett, with his mother. West Addison, New York. 

Carrie Andrews, with her mother, Austinville, Pa. 

Aurelia McLaughlin, with her mother, Easton, Pa. 

Franklin Brown, with his mother, Gaines, Pa. 

Lauren Breese, with his mother, Canton, Pa. 

Mary Adams, with her mother, Wilmorth, Pa. 

Eli J. McConnell, with his mother, Rutland, Pa. 

Mary Borden, with her mother, Port Allegheny, Pa. 

Ida Sible, with her mother, Camptown, Pa., , 

George W. Davie, with his sister, Burlington, Pa. 

Orlando Divine, with his mother, Towanda, Pa. 

Mary E. French, with her mother, Highland, Pa. 

MoUie P. Higgins, with her mother, Williamsport, Pa. 

Margaret A. Hidding, attending school, Mansfield, Pa. 

Anna B. Ingham, with her mother, East Canton, Pa. 

Jane Johnson, with her mother, Stoney Fork, Pa. 

Sarah Puison, with her mother, Elkland, Pa. 

Geoi^e F. Bice, with his mothar. Little Marsh, Pa. 

Laura H. Smith, with her mother, Rutland, Pa. 

Charles Talada, Towanda, Pa, 

Cynthia Titus, housekeeping, Hammonds, Pa. 

Carson Warren, with his mother, Homellsville, Pa. 

Stephen White, with his mother. Beech Wood, Pa. 



KoALISTEBTtXiIiB. 
Sarah N. Mickey, Milroy, Pa. 
Emma E. Wright, with her mother. New Bufiklo. 
Annie Davidsizer, with her mother, McVeytown, Pa. 
Alice Shafifer, with her mother. Port Royal, Pa. 
Cordelia Cramer, with her mother, MeAlisterville, Pa. 
James P. Starks, with hia guardian, Lewistown, Pa. 
Rachel H. Yeager, with her mother, Roland, Pa. 
Mary J. Cook, with her mother, Bellefonte, Pa. 
James Wallace, with his mother, Port Royal, Pa. 
Annie Thompson, Illinois. 
Albert F. Hite, farming, Mill Creek, Pa. 
Annetta Parmer, with her mother, Mill Creek, Pa. 
Emma E. Watson, domestic service. 
Levi F. Derr, coachmaking, Mifflinburg, Pa. 
Sophia Snooks, married, Adamsburg, Pa. 
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William Thompson, gone West. 
Sallie Engle, with her mother, Milroj, Pa. 
HaDDah Daughenbaiigh, with her mother, Howard, Pa. 
Mai^ret J, Hunt, with her mother, Lewistown, Pa. 
Theophilas Garmen, farming, Thompsontown, Fa. 
Cetina Myers, attending school, Smith's Mills, Pa. 
Prudence E. Batton, domestic service, Waterford, Pa. 
Sarah R. Walls, with her mother, McCulloch's Mills, Pa. 
William B, Page, with his mother, Perryville, Pa. 
Frances E. Troxell, with her mother, Williamsburg, Pa. 
Newton Spotts, gone West. 

Susan M. Green, with her mother, Huntingdon, Pa. 
Albert Spanogle, attending school, McAlisterville, Pa. 
Emma J. Bilger, with her mother, Centreville, Fa. 
Annie M. Hughes, with her mother, Martinsburg, Pa. 
Laura B. Flanagan, with her mother, Coalmont, Pa. 
Emma Holcomb, with her mother, Loyalsock, Fa. 



Alfaretta Armstrong, with her mother. 

Lura Abbott, attending school, Greenville, Pa. 

Lafayette App, attending school, Eldred, McKean county. Pa. 

Clara A. J. Billig, attending State Normal school, Indiana, Pa. 

Maggie Baldwin, married. 

Mary E, Baker, with her mother. 

Sophia Brown, with her mother. 

Samuel C. Brown, in oil regions. 

Susan A, Bums, teaching select school, Scrubgrass, Fa. 

Hannah M. L. Goonce, in Kansas. 

Nettie Cochrane, with her mother. 

Judson Campbell, farming. 

Alice E, Crouch, with her mother. 

Erla M. Cox, with her mother. 

James W. Clark, at home. 

Clara A. Crate, with her mother. 

Amos P. Campbell, clerk, Edenburg, Pa. 

Myram S. Collum, machinist, Franklin, Pa. 

Laura Davis, teaching. 

Maggie L. Dick, with her mother. 

Catharine Edinger, with her mother. 

Mary L. Eakin, with her mother. 

Mary M. H. Foster, attending school, Sharpsville, Pa. 

Thomas C. Fulton, at Petersburg, Pa. 

William Farrell, farming. 
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Marcus W. Fisher, teamster, 

Rudolph W. Olatzaa, in oil regions. 

Samuel W. Y. Guish, painting, Mercer, Pa. 

Annie Houston, with her mother. 

Sarah M. Hayes, with her mother. 

James D. Henderson, fanning. 

William E. Howard, farming. 

Henry Kochler, farming. 

Salome Kinne, teaching. 

Mary M. Loclc, with her mother. 

Elmer Leary, farming. 

Nettie F. Moore, attending school, Franklin, Pa. 

Ber^amin A. Moore, printer, Clarion, Pa. 

Ada M. McKee, with her friends. 

John F. Miller, farming. 

Anna Moses, with her mother. 

Lizzie McCann, married. 

Harrison P. Minner, at home. 

William McHittigen, with his mother, New Castle, Pa. 

Pranfe McCray, at home. 

John B. McDowell, farming. 

Jefferson S. Northrop, Corry, Pa. 

Henry E. Osborne, laborer, Franklin, Pa. 

Frank F. Osborne, with his mother, Sharpsville, Pa. 

Thomas A. Palmer, farming. 

Clement S, Pellor, with his mother, Sherman, N. Y. 

Estella M. Price, attending State Normal School, Edinboro', Pa. 

Arthur B. Rupert, died February 15, 1871. 

Charles 8. Reynolds, with his mother, 

Adam L, Swartzlander, farming. 

Mary J. Steele, married. 

Marilla Seaton, teaching. 

Clara A. Stephenson. 

Leva S. Small, with her mother. 

Thomas S. Shoafl: 

John R. Stevens. 

Anna S. Sedden, teaching. 

Eva May Thorn, with her mother. 

Martha AI, Thompson. 

John S. Tenney. 

George W, Taylor, in oil regions. 

Nancy E. Vogus, married. 

Margaret Woods, attending school, Beidsbui^h, Pa. 

Maggie J. Wright, married. 

Sarah E. Yardley, attending school. 

John Dale, reading medicine. 
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XOVUtT JOT. 
Samuel Jenniags, plumber and gas fitter, Lancaster, Pa. 
William P. Adams, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Daniel Billig, clerk, Reading, Pa. 
Harrison Small, in rolling-mill, Columbia, Pa. 

Amanda Brooks, attending State Normal School, Shippensburg, Pa. 
Clara Zimmerman, mantuamaker, Jonestown, Pa, 
Jacob Hamish, with his mother, Manheim, Pa. 
David Ootterel, clerk, Harrisbui^, Pa. 
Catharine Mooney, with her mother, Mt. Joy, Pa. 
Frank Miller, with his mother, Williamsport, Pa. 
Luther A. Germon, Columbia county. Pa. 
Thomas Hooper, printer, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Miller Ralston, attending high school, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Wilber Ralston, machinist, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Martha Lindsley, Huntingdon county. Pa. 
George W. Schlegelmilch, clerk, Lancaster, Pa. 
Morris C. Forsythe, farming, Columbia county, Pa. 
Louisa Beaver, mantuamaker, Mahonoy city. Pa. 
Alvin H. Leob, clerk, Bemville, Pa. 
Theo. E. Beyer, farming, Lancaster county. Pa. 
Anna M. Sharlock, Lancaster, Pa. 
Martha L. Martin, Lancaster, Fa. 

Mary E. Lahley, domestic service, Lancaster county. Pa. 
Oliver F. Leed, printer, Lancaster, Pa. 
Eva S. Warner, with her mother. 
John £. Baker, with his mother, Mt. Union, Pa. 
Annie Weaver, with her mother, Marietta, Pa. 
Annie Welker, with her mother, Middletown, Pa. 
Daniel Hull, car painter. Beading, Pa. 
Sallie Aderholt, Middletown, Pa. 
Harry L. Horn, farming, Lebanon county, Pa. 
Martha Gross, Allentown, Pa. 
Grabill Myers, Lancaster, Pa. 
Charles J. Robinson, farming, York county. Pa. 
Barbara Fisher, with her guardian, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
George W. Morgan, farming, Huntingdon county, Pa. 
John Wilhelm, Lancaster county, Pa. 
Mary J. Benson, with her mother, Lebanon, Pa. 
Clara Cramer, Middletown, Pa. 
George 0. Sharrar, laborer, Huntingdon county, Pa. 
Samuel G. Fry, farming, Montour county. Pa. 
Frank Paul, Summit Hill, Pa. 
Emma A. Sample, entered for State Normal School. 
Amzi Whitenight, clerk, Columbia county. Pa. 
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Charles Hedricks, brick-maker, Lancaster, Pa. 

Hannah E. Townsend, attending State Xormal School, Bloomsbui-g, Pa. 

Mary R. Witmer, entered for State Normal School. 

Edward M. Keys, with his mother, Altoooa, Pa. 

Sarah J. Nutting, with her guardian, Danville, Pa. 

Susannah A. Gottshalk, with her mother, Danville, Pa. 

Lewis E. Reicheldifier, with his mother, Bloomsbui^, Pa. 

Annie R. Syling, with her mother, Saxton, Pa. 

Mary A. Stokes, entered for State Normal School. 



Josiab Jones, erecting tools, Thirteenth and Callowbill streets, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 
Charles M. Luckey, farming, Tunkhannock, Pa. 
William Arthur, potter. Orange, N. J. 
George Stookey, Norristown, Pa. 
Isaac F. Schnell, with his grandfather, Reading, Pa. 
Harry Wiggins, cigar-maker, Camden, N. J. 
Emma L. Clark, dress-maker, Easton, Fa. 
Thomas W. Nesbit, needle-maker, Norristown, Pa. 
Isabella Creighton, attending State Normal School, Millersville, Pa. 
Nelson E. Cramer, farming, near Trenton, N. J, 
Anna Megonigal, dress-maker, Camden, N. J. 

Kate E, Kinney, weaving. Fourth and Market streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 
James L. Jackson, baker, Kingsessing, West Philadelphia, Pa. 
Virginia Ridgley, seamstress, 712 Federal street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Mary Gratznowsky, dress-maker, 2109 GauU street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Albert Guertler, brush-maker. Ninth and Market streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Thomas Lafferty, farming, Chester county. Pa. 
Mary Gallagher, copyist. Broad and Arch streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Henry Gaull, in woolen-mill, Philadelphia, Pa. 
William B. Harvey, died at Pennsylvania University, 
Henry 0. Hope, copyist. Broad and Arch streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Thomas Mills, attending school, 636 North Eleventh street, Philadelphia. 
Henry Hammer, attending Pearce's Commercial College, Philadelphia, Pa. 
James Pancoast, moulder, 600 North Twenty-third street, Philadelphia. 
Mary J, PuUerton, domestic service, Beverly, New Jersey. 
Earnest Beechner, attending school, Bellefonte, Pa, 
John C. Cox, in grocery store, 2230 Fitzwator street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rachael Willin gray re, dress-maker, Dauphin street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Mary A. Dawson, shirt-maker. Arch street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Martha D. Peak, nurse, Sixteenth, above Wallace street, Philadelphia, Pa- 
Thomas L. Snyder, attending school, Kylerstown, Pa. 
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Willtam McCoy, millwright, 808 Capitol street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Mag^e J. Collins, dress-maker, Trenton avenue, Philadelphia, Pa. 

John Land, in Diston's saw-worka. Front and Lanrel streets, Philadelphia. 

George Sherman, in oyster business, Reading, Pa. 

Amos W. B. Gombar, in grocery store, 522 Market street, Philadelphia. 

Theodore Jordan, leaf-lard fatitory, Nineteenth and Market streets, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Jane H. Rhodes, cook. Id institution. 

Jeremiah Shay, Diston's saw-works, Front and Laurel streets, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

Edward L. Fisher, telegraphing, Norristown, Pa. 

Louisa Schleygls, sewing, in institution. 

Mary J. Davis, domestic service, 826 North Twenty-third street, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

Sarah E. Felton, attending State Normal School, Millersville, Pa. 

Harry L. Jones, with his guardian, 718 Selfridge street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Louisa L. Lee, attending State Normal School, Millersville, Pa. 

Mary A. Walton, assistant, in institution. 

Howard E. Adams, cigar-maker. Darby road. West Philadelphia, Pa. 

Elizabeth Wilson, vest-maker, 1514 Montrose street, Philadelphia, Pa. 



tFMlOHTOWN. 
Eva J. Maliek, attending State Normal School, California, Pa. 
Harvey Younkin, with his grandfather. 
Anthony B. Blackburn, farming. 
Eva Clawson, with her mother. 
Rachel Gamble, with her mother. 
Jackson Luckey, farming. 

Caroline Robinson, domestic service, Pittsburg, Pa. 
John R. Miller, farming. 
Belle Ralph, with her mother. 
DeLeon Davis, learning trade. 
Captain L. Nichols, learning trade. 
Curtain Haley, miner. 
Josiah Burke, on a railroad. 
Mary J. Bolton, with her mother. 
William H. Maxwell, miner. 
Charlotte E. Harkens, attending school. 
Blanche Morris, knitting. 
Benjamin F. Pearson, miner. 

Annie E. Heckard, domestic service, Pittsbui^h, Pa. 
David C. Reed, attending school, Dunbar's Camp, Pa. 
Annie Johnston, with her mother. 
Charles Mechling, learning trade. 
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Laura Maynard, with her mother, Pittsbargh, Pa. 

Ida Homer, with her mother, Somerset county, Pa. 

Thomas Waddington, miner. 

Mary McCultough, with her mother, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Silas SolomaD, farming. 

Harry McCurdy, attending school, Dunbar's Camp, Pa. 

Missouri Heinbaugh, with her mother, Ursina, Pa. 

Christina Gray, with her mother, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Anna McCuIlough, attending school. 



Sarah J. Zerbe, with her mother, Dalmatia, Pa. 
John Croft, farming, Saxton, Pa. 
Edmund Tovey, miner, Danville, Pa. 
H. Alice Nelson, with her mother, Cessna station. Pa. 
Samuel S. Jarrett, learning saddler trade, Montgomery station. Pa. 
John Chapman, farming, Rossville, Pa. 
Joseph Robbins, blacksmithing. Bower, Pa. 
William W. Prosser, with his mother, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Susan I. Hombaker, dress-making, Mercersburg, Pa. 
William Wingard, Machinist, Altoona, Pa. 
Jacob Michael, with his mother, Harrisbui^, Pa, 
Rossa A. Friday, with mother, Williamsport, Pa. 
Isaac P. Helfiriek, attending college, Merceraburg, Pa. 
Morris A. Stum, tinner, Newville, Pa. 
William H, Test, farming, York Haven station. Pa. 
itargaret A. Ricedorf, preparing to teach, Donnelly's Mills, Pa, 
John L. Qeiser, blacksmithing, Newport, Pa. 
Jennie Garrich, clerking in store, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Harvey S. Givler, messenger, Harrisburg, Pa. 
David E, Sherbon, farming. Marietta, Pa. 
James Koons, laborer, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
Lemuel Walker, farming, West Virginia. 
Albert W. Harshberger, clerk, Clearfield county, Pa- 
William E, Lemon, farming, Cumberland county. Pa, 
Charles F. Hoover, painting, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Ida Mansberger, with her mother, Mt. Wolf, Pa. 
James D, Parker, farming, Hustonville, Pa, 
Lizzie Simmon, preparing to teach, Harrisbui^, Pa, 
George Condo, laborer, Bainbridge, Pa. 
Martha E. Rarey, preparing to teach, Mt. Wolf, Pa. 
Almeda K. Herring, with her uncle, Indiana. 
David Spahr, blacksmithing, Carlisle, Pa, 
Emma C, Turner, preparing to teach, Danville, Pa. 
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LOTBVnXE OBFHAN SOKB. 

Margaret Moreland, attending State Normal School, Shippensburg, Pa. 

Samuel Huggins, laborer, Maneville, Perry county, Pa. 

William Hughes, laborer, Paatoria, Blair county, Pa. 

Robert M. Layton, teaeliing, McAUeveys Port, Huntingdon county, Pa. 

Philip Shearer, with his mother, Shermansdale, Pa. 

George P, Shearer, with hia mother, Shermansdale, Pa. 

Lena L. Corbon, married William Fair, Petersburgh, Pa. 

Catharine Cheanut, domestic aervice, Perryaville, Pa. 

Lincoln Moyer, with his mother, Hartleton, Pa. 

Gwinn Little, learning trade, Gettysbui^, Pa, 

Adam Brunor, laborer, Neffs Milla, Huntingdon county. Pa. 

Joseph M. Davis, with his mother. Sinking Valley, Blair county. Pa. 

Stephen G. Coxey, with his guardian, Bellville, Mifflin county. Pa. 

Daniel H. Kriner, with his mother, Mooresburg, Montour county. Pa. 

Franklin Osman, blackami thing, Landisburg, Pa. 

George H. Sanda, attending school. New Bloomfleld, Pa. 

John Glazier, laborer, Lewistown, Pa. 

John Witmyre, carpenter, Milheim, Centre county, Pa. 

Daniel Wiaer, laborer. Shade Gap, Huntingdon county. Pa. 



ST. VAUVa OBFOAN HOKX. 

Elizabeth E. A. Martin, attending State Normal School, Edinboro', Pa. 

Ephraim J, Steel, with hia mother, Butler, Pa. 

George M. Snow, 

Catharine M. George, with her mother, Petrolia, Pa, I 

William J. J. McCutoheon, with hia mother, Delmont, Pa. 
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U. FORM FOR ORPHAN aCHOOLS. 



(Claw No. 1.) 

Application for AdmiBaion. 

To J. P. WiOKBKBHAM, Superintendent of destitute Orphans of deceased 

Soldiers and Sailors of the Slate of Pennsylvania : 

I, as do hereby apply for an order for 

education and maintenance, in accordance with the provisions of the act, 
entitled " An act authorizing the Governor to accept the donation of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad Company," approved the 6th day of May, 1864, 
and of the act to provide for the maintenance of the destitute orphans 
of the deceased soldiers and sailors of the State, approved March 22, 
A. D. 1865 ; and on condition of the granting of said order, and in con- 
sideration of the education and maintenance of the orphan above named, 
according to the plan adopted for carrying said acts into effect, I do 
hereby resign and transfer to said Superintendent, and to his successors 
in office, the custody, care, and control of said orphan, for said purpose, 
till .... arrival at the full age of sixteen years, with the full right to 
put or bind . . . out on . . arrival at said age, for such employment or 
trade, to such employer or master, and during such term as said supei^ 
intendent shall then select, with the written assent of said orphan and 
myself. 

In ^irtherance whereof, I hereto append the following statement of facts 
in relation to said orphan, with my signature and affidavit thereto. 



. F. O. 



Witness present: f 



The above named was bom on the . . . . , day of 

eighteen hundred . . . . ; now resides in common 

school district, county, Pa.; is the ... of 

and is in destitute circumstances, being dependent for 

support on The father of this 

orphan was an actual resident of , in this 

State, where, in the month of , 186 , he into 
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the ..... regiment and J in the ser- 
vice of the United States, at in on the . . . day of 

, X86 , being then in rank a 

The said father was of the denomination in religion, 

and the subscriber accordingly desires that his orphan shall be trained 
np in the same creed and oliservances. 



Po., 88.- 

Personally appeared before me, in and for said county, 

the above subscribed , who being duly . . . does say 

that the facts set forth in the foregoing statement are tme to the best of 
. . knowledge and belief. In testimony whereof, I have hereto set my 

hand and seal, this .... day of , 18T . 

[seal.] 



Oartlil«t« br tUhoc 

Cdhhon School Dibteuot, 

County, Pa. 

It is hereby certified that the foregoing application and statement were 
dniy laid before the board of direotors of the above named district, and 
having been carefully examined are found to be true and correct, so far as 
the facta are known to this board. The orphan therein named is accord- 
ingly recommended as a proper person for education and maintenance, 
under the provisions of the laws on the subject. 
Signed and attested, by order of the board, this . . day of . . . 181 . 

President. 

Secretary. 



Note. — If the mother has re-marrled, this application must be executed by s guai>- 

■The mother or Koardlan must B^a at both these places. 

fTwo, If mBTk is made. 

{If the ikther died ofber being diaohari^d, the oertifloate of a r^niar physician, oof- 
tiiying under oath that, in his opinion, the father died of a disease oontraoted In the 
Mtvioe, must aooompany the application. 



(Clan No. 2.) 

Application for Admiaaion. 

To J. P. WicKEBSBAH, Superintendent of BeetitiUe Orphans of Deceased 

Soldiers and Sailors of the State of Pennayluania : 

SiB; I, as the father of do hereby apply 

for an order for . . . education and maintenance, in accordance with the 
provisions of the act, entitled " An act authorizing the Oovernor to ac- 
cept the donation of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company," approved the 
6th day of May, 1864, and of the act to provide for the maintenance of 
the destitute orphans of the deceased soldiers and sailors of the State, 



5 Sol. Oop. 
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approved March 23, A. D. 1865, ftsd its Bupplementa ; and on condition of 
'the granting of said order, and in consideration of the education and 
maintenance of the child above named, according to the plan adopted for 
carrying said acta into effect, I do hereby resign and transfer to said Su- 
perintendent and to his successors in office, the custody, care, and control 
of said child, for said purpose, till . . . arrival at the full age of sixteen 
years, with the fall right to put or bind . . . out on . . . arrival at said 
age, for such employment or trade, to snob employer or master, and during 
such term, as said Superintendent shall then select, with the written assent 
of said child and myself. 

In furtherance whereof, I hereunto append the following statement of 
facts in relation to said child, with my signature and affidavit thereto. 
Witness present if * 

I ^PO. 

) County, Pa. 

My son, was bom on the day of 

eighteen hundred and ; he now resides with me 

in common school district, county, 

Pennsylvania. 
- ' In consequence of 

X (Here state Ittlly the obaroater of woiindii or aiaknass, and extent of disability.) 



I taa now in destitute circumstances, and am unable to afford the said 

proper education and maintenance. 

I was an actual resident of county, in this State, where, 

in the month of 186 , I enlisted into company .... 

regiment, Pennsylvania volunteers, and by reason of 
(Here state fully the oatise of f onr disofaarge ^m the servioe.) 

was honorably discharged from the service of the United States, at 

on the day of 186 , being at the 

time in rank a 

I wotild further state that I am of the denomination in 

religion, and accordingly desire that this child shall be trained up in the 
same creed and observances. 



, Pa., 8s: 

Personally appeared before me, in and for said 

coonty, the above subscribed who being duly 

does say, that the facts set forth in the foregoing statement 

are true to the best of ... . knowledge and belief. In testimony where- 
of, I have hereto set my hand and seal, this .... day of 187 

[bkal.] 
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Pbradciui'* OntUcste. 

I, the undersigned, a [^racticisg physician in the above named common 
school district, hereby certify that I have carefully examined the said 
, and find the extent of the disability as described in 



Common School District, 

County, Pennsylvania. 

It is hereby certified, that the foregoing application and statement were 
duly laid before the board of directors of the above named district, and 
having been carefully examined, are found to be true and correct, so far 
as the facte are known to this board. The child therein named is accord- 
ingly recommended as a proper person for education and maintenance, 
nnder the provisions of the laws on the subject. 
Signed and attested, by order of the Board, this . . day of . . , 181 . 

, President. 

, Secretary. 

'Sign yonr name at both plaoes. 
f Two, If nuuklamEide. 

} State fully the aharoatar of the uakneas, the nature of the wounds, or extent of 
diaabiUty. 



Application fi>r a THaehaxg^ 
To J, P. WioKXBBBAH, Superintendent: 

Sir: I, the of do hereby make application for 

h . . dischai^ from the custody, care, and control which you now possess 
by virtue of the act, entitled " An act to provide for the continuance of the 
education and maintenance of the destitute orphans of the deceased sol- 
diers and sailors, and the destitute children of permanently disabled sol- 
diers and sailors of the State," approved April 9, ISCl, in furtherance 
whereof, I hereto append the following statement of facts, with signature 
and affidavit thereto .- 

The above named was bom on the . . . day of . . . 18 . 

and was a resident of ooimty. State of Pennsylvania, where 

application for admission to school was made, and is at this time a pupil 
in the 

And I further declare that my reasons for asking for the dischai^ of 
said child are 

And further, that I now have in my possession ample means for h . . 
education and maintenance. 

.... and subscribed before me, ) 

this ... day of 187 [ P.O. 

) County, Pa. 
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CoHuoN School Distbict, 

County, Pennsylvania. 

It is hereby certified, that the foregoing application and statement were 
duly laid before the board of directors of the above named district, and 
having been carefully examined, are found to be true and correct, as far as 
the facts are known to this board. The orphan therein named is accord- 
ingly recommended for discharge, under the provisions of the laws on the 
subject. 

Signed and attested, by order of the board, this . . day of ... . 181 

President. 

Secretary. 



Form of Affidavit. 



Pennsylvania, f 

Personally appeared before me , of 

who, being duly according 

to law, doth depose and say that the annexed bill is correct, and that the 
prices chained are those agreed upon by contract with the State, and no 
more; that no commission, abatement or allowance has been or is to be 
made to any party to the contract; that the children charged for were ac- 
tually present and in school during the time charged for, except when 
absent at regular vacations, on physician's certificate of disability, without 
leave not exceeding thirty days, of which absence the State Superintendent 
has been duly informed, or by order of the State Superintendent ; and that 
when absent without leave they were returned at the expense of the insti- 
tution, in the shortest possible time ; and that the Superintendent of Sol- 
diers' Orphan Schools has no pecuniary interest in the Soldiers' Orphan 
School of which 1 am the principal or manager, for the period covered by 
the annexed account against the State; and further deponent saith not. 

and subscribed before me, ) 

this day of 18 f 



Form of Application for Admiuion. to a Nonnal Scliool, No. 1. 

.J. P. WlOKERSHAM, 

Superintendent of Soldiers' Orphan Schools: 

Sir ; I, having been honorably discharged 

, 181 , from the Soldiers' Orphan School at 

, at the age of sixteen years, and desiring to become a teacher 
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in the commoD schools of the State, hereby make application for admisaion 

into the State Normal School at Pa., 

un<]er the provisions made by law for that purpose. If admitted, I pledge 
myself to obey the regulations of the sehool, and to pursue my studies with 
diligence. 



. 18T . 



The undersigned, principal of the Soldiers' Orphan School at ... . 

, hereby recommends , 

whose post-office address is , for admission 

into a State Normal School, believing that .... disposition and talents 
specially fit for a teacher. 



Principal. 



Form of Application for Admisaion to a Normal School, No. S. 

To J. P. WlOSEKSHAM, 

Superintendent of Soldiers' Orphan Schools : 

SiK : I, , whose post-office address is 

, having attended the State Normal School 

under your order, for the term of 

weeks, ending 181 , hereby make 

application for admission during a second term. 



. 18T 



The undersigned, principal of the State Normal School . 

hereby certifies that 

was, while under his charge, diligent in study 

and correct in deportment ; and that possesses those natural 

and acquired qualifications which in a special manner fit for a 

teacher. 

Principal. 
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OrdftT of Admi«don to a Normal SchooL 

Ti> , Principal of State Normal School .- 

,Pa. 

Please admit . . , a soldier's orphan, into your 

school to be boarded, instmuted, and furnished with text-books, according 
to contract, for one year from date of entrance, unless removed by my 
order. As soon as the orphan shall have been admitted, you will be kind 
enough to inform me, by letter, stating the date of admission. 
' The design of sending this orphan to a normal school is, that .... 
niay be fblty prepared to teach in the common schools of the State ; and 
yoD will therefore adopt such a course of study and discipline for . . . 
as in your judgment will best conduce to that end. 
Tours, respectfully, 

, Superintendent. 

Habkisbubq, Pa., 187 . 



Diploma for Ekildien' Orphans. 
The following is the form adopted for diplomas to soldiers' orphans : 
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(TorlD Mo. 1.) 

Normal School Keport and Beceipt on Account. 

Statk Noemaj. School, 
Pa., 187 

J. P. WlOKERSHAH, 

Superintendent Soldiers' Orphan Schools: 
Sib: The foUowing soldiers' orphans were admitted into this school, by 

your order, for the term beginning 187 , at the dates set 

opposite their names, respectively, and are being instructed and cared for, 
as provided by law, and by contract with your Department: 



— ^ 

Nakkb. 1 Datbs. 


N„„. 


Datkb. 






































































1 



Principal. 



Keceived, 181 , of J. P. Wickersham, Superin- 
tendent of Soldiers' Orphan Schools, the sum of on account, 

being an advance payment of one half the amount charged for the term, 
at the rate of three dollars (|3 00} per week, for the tuition, boarding, and 
text-books furnished the soldiers' orphans above named, under the pro- 
Ein act, approved 18T 



Principal. 
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Normal School Beport and Beceipt in FulL 

State Nobhal School, 

Pa., 187 . 

J. P. W1CKEB8HAH, 

Superintendent of Soldiers' Orphan Schools: 
Sir : The following is the account of the soldiers' orphans who have 
attended this school by your order, during the term ending .... 187 : 



No. 


N„.. 


Date Of 


Date of 


No. of 


'^P™""*^ 


Total. 






DolH. 


Cti. 


DollB. 


Ctg. 










































i 




















































































































' 







































Total amount, $ 

Keceived on account, 

Amount due, 



Received , 181 , of J. P. Wickersham, Superin- 
tendent of Soldiers' Orphan Schools, the sum of in full for 

the tuition, boarding, and text-books furnished the aoldiera' orphans above 
named, under the provisions of an act, approved 181 . 



Principal. 
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Vorm. of FhfBicUn's 8tfttein«nt. 

IFann Ho. 1.} 

To b« ax«ont«d In oaae Uib Father U Daoaaaed. 

I am a physician in regular practice, and now reside at 

county, Pa. I attended profesBionally the late 

the father of 

in hia late iUuese, and for previously ; and I hereby certify 

that he died 181 , of 

a diBease which the following circumstances prove tliat he contracted 
while in the service of the United States, during the late war for the sup- 
pression of the Rebellion. 

[HcreglrethtrallEHtposalblehlBlDn' of tbe cnH, ataHng In particnUr whether Uie deceiued wm 
alUcted with the diseue of which he dl«d while In the ■rmr, whether he wu ever In > hoipltal, on iU 
■econnt, whether It wu the csaie ofhli dlichsrge, uid contlnned to >IBIethlm ujotlnDftllT or st Inter- 
Tkli to tbe tltoe arbia deith, nod whSbherhe drew ipenilan.] 

, '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.. .U'.D. ' 

,Po.,88.- 

Personally appeared before me, in and for said county, 

the above subscribed , a physician in good standing, who 

being duly .... does say, that the facts set forth in the foregoing 
statement are true, to the best of . . . knowledge and belief. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereto set my hand and seal, this . . . 

day of , 187 . 

[seal.] 

Norm.— Onl7oneof(hlgftiniiiieedbeeiecat«il In Bftunlljof children. 



To ba exeaat«d In oaaa the Pathei la Sick or Dioabled. 

I am a physician in regular practice, and now reside at 

county. Pa. I have made 187 , a careful 

professional examination of ... v , and find his sickness or 

disability to be as follows : 

Here t(*te fallT tbe cbBrutec at wonndi or ilckneaa, uid extent of dlublUtr. 

I ftirther certify, that the sickness or disability of the said 

was caused while in the service of the United States, or 

in consequence of that service. 

M.D. 

Pa., as: 

Personally appeared before me, in and for the said county, 

the above subscribed , a physician in good standing, who 

being duly .... does say, that the facts set forth in the foregoing state- 
ment are true, to the best of . . . knowledge and belief. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereto set my hand and seal, this .... 

day of ,187 . 

[seal.] 

HoTB.-OnlT one of this form need be eieented fur & tunll; of children. 
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ni. REPORTS. 



Weekly Beport. 

Soldiebb' Orphan . 



. 1S7 . 



To J, P. WiCKERBHAM, 

Superintendent Soldiers' Orphan Schools: 
Sia: The following report is submitted for the week ending . . 181 . 



Number on roll as per laBt report, 
Number admitted on order, . . . 



Number admitted on transfer, 



Total, 

Number discharged on age, 



Number discharged on order, 



Number discharged on transfer, 



Total on roll, . . . 
Number absent with leave, 



Number absent without leave, 



Number present, males . 



NoTB.— The blmka to be filled in all oaaea with names and dates. 
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To J. P. WlOKIBSHAH, 

Superintendent Soldiers' Orphan Schools: 
Sir: The following report is submitted for the qnarter ending . 

I. StStlrttMl 



Total, 

Number discharged tiom commencement on age, . . . 
Number dischai^ed from commencement on transfer, . 
Number discharged trom commencement on order, . . 
Deaths, 



Total, 

Number remaining o 



roU, . 



Number on roll as per last quarterly report, . 

Number admitted on order, 

Number admitted on transfer, 



Total, 

Number discharged on age, 

Number discharged on order, 

Number discharged on transfer, . . . . 

Deaths, 

Number remaining on roll, 

Number absent with leave, 

Number absent without leave, 

Number present, males, . ■ ■ ; females, . 



NOTB. — Aooompanjii^ this report there must be sent, on eheet« the same elm^ as this 
Ibnn, a report ftom the physician of the institation, and IIbIb as follows: 

1. List of Qhlldreii dlschiu^^, with dates und oanseB. 

2. List of children transferred, with dates. 

3. list of deaths, with dates and diseases osnsing the some. 

4. List of ohUdron admitted, with dates. 

6. List of absentees, with the date ot leaving aohool and returning, and oanse of 
abBenoe. 

6. List of teoobers. 

7. List of employees. 

8. List of notable visitors. 

The Superintendent wUl also be thankful for any additional information that may 
be calculated to Increase his knowledge of the condition and working of the Institu- 

, Principal. 
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Report of Out-Door Ileli«£ 

187 

To J. P. WlCKEBBHAM, 

Superintendent Orphan Schools: 

Sir; I, , trustee of 

a soldiers' orphan child, hereby present the foUowiag report for the past 
six months: 

Age of child, 

Whole amount of money received from the State on his account, . 

Amount received at the last payment, 

How the last amount received was expended, 



How the child has been employed during the last six months, . . . . 
Length of time he has attended school during the last six months, . . 

Trustee. 



Regeivxd , 187 , of J. P. WtCKKBSHAM, Super- 
intendent of Soldiers' Orphan Schools, dollars, for relief 

of , a soldiers' orphan in destitute circum- 

, for the six months ending 187 . 

Trustee. 
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Inspection Bep(»^ 



To J. F. WlOKEBSHAH, 

Superintendent Soldiers' Orpkana Schools: 
SiE : — The following ia the report of my inBpection of the 



Extent, 

Condition of grounds and sur- 
roundings, 



Condition as to repair, 

Condition as to ( „ , ,^ " '' 
, , . J School rooms, . 

cleanliness : ) „ , , ' 
(, Dormitones, 

Adaptation to the purpose, . . . 

Vumlton. 
Qeneral condition of furniture, . 
Condition of beds and bedding, . 
Condition of tables and table fur- 
niture, 

Condition of school furniture, 

ObUdcen. 

Number of children present, . . 

Condition as to health, 

Condition as to cleanliness, . . . 
Condition as to morals, .... 

Tood. 

Condition of the food, 



Condition as to quantity, . 
Condition as to quality,-^. 



Number of teachers, 

Character of the teaching, . . 
Advancement of the pupils, . . 

Discipline, 

No. of books 



Reading : 



library, 

No. of periodi 

cals taken, , 



lodiutTl&l TUlUtlH. 

Number of employes, 
Condition of the indus-^ 

tries: 

Xonl kBd B«Ucloiu AdvuiUaaa. 

Moral and religious condition of 
the institution, 



i-} Boys', 
i" Girls', 



Condition of the institution as a 
whole, 



Degree of progress in improve- 
ment, 



Inspector S. 0. Schools. 
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1. Except where positive results are required, the inspectors will fill up 
the blanks with the munhers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7, meaning, respectively, 
very good, good, tolerably good, middling, rather poor, poor, very poor. 

2. The inapectors are directed to point out, on the spot, to the author- 
ities of the several institutions, what they may think requires amendment, 
and insist upon the needed changes. 

3. Details which cannot be properly expressed in the report should be 
promptly communicated to the Buperintendent, either In person or by 
letter. 
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rV. OFFICIAL OIEOtrUAItS. 



Offloial CircoUr, Na I. 

School Departuent, Orphan Schools, 
Habribburo, June i, 1871. 
To the Principals and Managers of the 

Soldiers' Orphan Schools and Homes : 
By an act of the Legislature, approved May 2T, 1871, the undersigned 
has been entrusted with the supervision of the soldiers' orphans of the 
Commonwealth, with whom, from the present date, all official business 
appertaining thereto must be transacted. 

While this delicate trust has not been sought, coming, as it is believed 
it does, with the good will of all concerned, it is assumed wit^ a full sense 
of its Importance, and the most eincere desire to administer it in such a 
way as to secure the orphans of our dead heroes the greatest measure of 
good possible from a benefaction, which, in the breadth of its liberality, 
has no paraUei in the history of this or any other country. In this noble 
work I hope to have the active and earnest cooperation of all concerned 
in the management of the trust, and the sympathy of the public. 

The immediate attention of those interested is asked to the following 
special directions : 

1. All clothing for the pupils in the several institutions will hereafter 
be furnished by the principals or managers of the same, subject as to its 
kind, quality, and quantity, to the control of the Superintendent. Ac- 
counts for clothing, when presented for settlement, must be accompanied 
by sworn statements as to their accuracy. 

2. All clothing to be purchased for the quarter commencing with the 
date hereof, will be substantially the same, in kind, as heretofore. Such 
changes as it shall be found advisable to make will be made known in time 
to carry them into effect at the beginning of the quarter, commencing 
September next. 

3. All children now in the schools over sixteen years of age, and all 
others, as soon as they reach that age, must be promptly discharged. No 
exception can be made, under the present lajr, in fevor of those who have 
been in the schools a less time than two years. 

4. The vacation for the present year will commence on Friday, July 28, 
and continue until Friday, September 8. The annual examination at the 
several schools will take place during the two or three weeks preceding 
the vacation. 
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5. A meeting of principals, managers, inspectors, and others interested 
in the Soldiers' Orphan schoolB will be called at an early day at Harris- 
burg. 

6. The Superintendent expects to be able to viait every institution in the 
State in which there are Boldiers' orphans under instruction before the 
coining vacation. Having prepared, in 1864, at the request of Governor 
Curtin, the original plan for the education and maintenance of soldiers' 
orphans, after which, in their main features, all subsequent plans have been 
modeled, he feels not only a formal or public, but a deep, personal interest 
in. the success of the system, and will do all in his power to promote it. 

J. P. WICKERSIIAM, 

Superintendent. 



Official Circular, No. 2. 
Department op Schools, Soldiers' Orphans, 

Harbisbubq, June S7, 187 J. 
To the Principalg and Managers of Soldiers' Orphan Schools and Homes : 

The present school year will end on Friday, the 28th of July. 

The annual examinations will take place at the several schools and 
homes dnring the two or three weelfs preceding that date. Each exam- 
ination may continue as many days as those directly controlling it shall 
deem advisable, but the time of holding the examination must be made to 
include the day of visitation by the State officers named below. 

The examinations will be conducted mainly by the principals or super- 
intendents and teachers of the respective schools and homes, who, at their 
close, will report to this department, in the form prescribed, the names of 
the pupils in the different grades and in each class of the same, and the 
relative standing of each pupil. 

For the purpose of witnessing, to the greatest practicable extent, the 
examinations, and learning the degree of faithfulness with which the work 
of instruction has been carried on, representatives from this department 
will be present at the several institutions on certain days, as follows : 

At Children's Home, Lancaster, Monday morning, July 1 1. 

At Northern Home, Twenty-third and Brown streets, Philadelphia, Tues- 
day, July 1 8. 

At Lincoln Institution, 308 South Eleventh street, Philadelphia, Wednes- 
day, July 1 9. 

At Church Home, Philadelphia, Wednesday, July 19. 

At Bridgewater, Bucks county, Thursday, July 20. 

At Chester Springs, Chester countj', Saturday, July 22. 

At Mt. Joy, Lancaster county, Monday afternoon and evening, July 24. 
fi Sot Oep. 
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While in Philadelphia, the Superintendent will also make brief visits to 
the other institutions in which there are soldiers' orphans. 

Impaotoi Kav. O. Oomfortb. 

At P. and A. Orphan Asylum, Allegheny city, Tuesday, July 18. 

At Uniontown, Fayette county, Wednesday, July 19. 

At Episcopal Church Home, Lawrenceville, Thursday, July 20. 

At Home for Friendless, Allegheny city, Thursday, July 20. 

At Phillipsburg, Beaver county, Friday, July 21. 

At Dayton, Armstrong county, Monday, July 24. 

At Mercer, Mercer county, Wednesday, July 26. 

At Titusville, Crawford county, Thursday, July 21- 

At Mansfield, Tioga county, Friday, July 28. 

Janeilh P&ol.Ewi., Ohlsf 01«rk Orphuu' Boboola. 

At Andersonburg, Perry county, Tuesday, July 25. 
At Loysville, Perry county, Wednesday, July 2G. 
At York, York county, Thursday, July 21. 

At Womelsdorf, Berks county, Monday, July 24. 
At White Hall, Cumberland county, Tuesday, July 25, 
At Wilkesbarre, Luzerne county, Wednesday, July 26. 
At Harford, Susquehanna county, Thursday, July 2T. 

At Cassville, Huntingdon county, Tuesday, July 25. 
At McAlisterville, Juniata county, Thursday, July 27. 



At St. Paul's Orphan Home, Butler, Tuesday, July 25. 

The Superintendent will probably attend some of the examinations with 
Messrs. Houck, Miller, and Paul. He has now arranged to be at White 
Hall and McAlisterville. 

Mrs. E. E. Hutter, lady inspector, will be present at a number of the 
examinations, as will also, it is hoped. His Excellency Governor Geary, 
and the several members of the Board of State Charities. 

It is hereby recommended — ■ 

1st. That the examinations be so arranged at the different schools and 
homes as to close on the day the State authorities have appointed to be 
present. 

2d. That the examination be public. 

3d. That superintendents, directors, and teachers of common schools, 
members ofsuperintendingcommittees, members of the Legislature, judges 
of the courts, clergymen, editors, and citizens who are interested in the 
noble work of educating our orphan children, of the proper localities, be 
specially invited to attend and take part in the examinations. 
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ith. That every arrangememt be made beforehand neoessary to facilitate 
the examinationa. 

The regulations heretofore issued from this department, concerning va- 
cation, remain in force, and must be conformed to by all concerned. 
J. P. WICKERSHAM, 
Svperintendent. 



OtOcial Circular, No. 3. 

DSPABTMENT OF ScHOOLS, SOLDlERS' ORPHANS, 

Habbisburo, August 14^ 1871. 
To the Principals and Managers of Soldiers' Orphan Schools and Somes: 

Under the provisions of the appropriation bill of 1811, the amounts 
allowed the several institutions for the education and maintenance, in- 
cluding clothing, of soldiers' orphan children for the present year, are as 
follows : 

To the institutions named below, $150 will be allowed for each child 
above ten years of age, and $115 for each child of less than that age, viz : 
Dayton, Philipsburg, White Hall, Uniontown, Cassville, McAlisterville, 
Mount Joy, Harford, Mansfield, Titusville, Chester Springs, Bridgwater, 
Emaus, Andersonburg, Mercer, Soldiers' Orphan Institute, and Lincoln 
Institution. 

To the several homes and asylums that have never received any appro- 
priations from the State, $100 will be allowed for each child of legal age. 

To the several homes and asylums that have received, at any time, ap- 
propriations from the State, $115 will be allowed for each child of legal age- 
It will be seen upon examination that these allowances are in strict ac- 
cordance with the act, and they cannot be departed from. The authorities 
of the several institutions must govern themselves accordingly in making 
out their bills. 

A full account of all purchases for clothing must be kept, and also of 
all clothing issued to each child, but these accounts need not be presented 
to this department for settlement until near the close of the year. 

No bill will be approved and placed in the hands of the Auditor General 
for payment until the institution presenting it has on file all reports due 
the department. 

J. P. WICKERSHAM, 
SuperiTitendent. 
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Official Circular, No. 4. 
Department op Schools, Soldiers' Orphans, 

Hakrisburo, September IS, 1871. 
To the Trustees of Soldiers'' Orphans Receiving Partial Out-Door Relief; 
Your attention is reapectfully called to the following information and 
directions for managing your trust: 

1. Under the appropriation act of 1811, no expense for orphan children 
receiving partial out-door relief, incurred prior to Junel, 1871, can be now 
paid without a special future appropriation. Such bills, however, remain- 
ing unsettled by the late administration, may be sent to this department, 
where they will be filed to await the action of the Legislature. 

2. Payments of this kind will be made hereafter on the first of Septem- 
ber and the first of March, each for six months, the first six months ending 
December 1, and the second June 1. 

3. Before payments are made, the department will require the blanks in 
the prescribed form of report to be filled up and forwarded, accompanied 
with a receipted bill for the amount agreed upon. 

J. P. WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 



Official Circular, No. 6. 
Department of Schools, Soldi ebb' Orphans, 

Harrisburq, September 13, 1871. 
To the Principals and Managers of Soldiers' Orphan Schools and Homes : 
Your attention is respectfully called to the following directions : 

I. CLOTHING. 

1. General Rules in Regard to Clothing. — First, the clothing for the 
respective sexes must be uniform in each institution. Second, the boys' 
clothing must be military in style. Third, the clothing must be seasona- 
ble, good in kind, and sufficient in quantity for Sunday and every day 
wear and for weekly changes. 

2. Kinds of Clothing. — In the matter of the kinds of clothing, much is 
left to the judgment and taste of the authorities of the different schools 
and homes ; hut they are expected to provide their children with at least 
one suit in substantial conformity to the following suggestions : 

For BOYS, a West Point gray cadet suit, consisting of pants, with black 
stripes down the sides; jacket, buttoned to the neck, American Eagle or 
Pennsylvania State buttons ; cap, gray, to match suit. Or, dark navy blue 
suit, consisting of pants and jacket, made same as described in gray suit; 
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cap, dark blue, to match suit. Or, dark blue jacket and light Eersey pants, 
made in military style, with cap, dark blue, to match suit. 

For oiBLB, in winter, a dress of black alpaca-poplin, trimmed with blue 
or red ; or alpaca-poplin, wine color, blue or plaid, trimmed with same 
material as quillings or bands ; black cloth coat ; winter hat. In summer, 
a dress of white drilling, pink calico, gingham or delaine; straw hat, 
neatly trimmed, and summer sacque. 

3, Price List for Making Clothing and Mending Shoes. — Until further 
orders, the prices allowed for making clothing and mending shoes will be 
as follows : 



Sunday dresses, tW o 

Every-day dreBsea, 40 

ChemiseB, 15 

Drawers, 16 

Aprons, low, 8 

Aprons, with bodies, , . . . . .16 

Skirts, 20 

Skirts, with bi>dies, 30 



Pants, winter, 65 oi 

Jackets, winter, 1 10 

Pants, Buminer, lined, .... 40 

Pants, summer, nnlined, ... 30 

Jackets, summer, lined, ... 50 

Jackets, summer, unlined, , , 40 

Shirts, muslin, 35 

Shirts, woolen, 30 



For pair of half-soles, 60 cents. I For each patch, . . . 

For pair of heel-taps, 20 " For each seam sewed, . 

For each toe-tap, 10 " j 

No allowance will be made for mending clothing. 



4. Mode of Keeping Clothing Accounts. — The authorities of the several 
schools will have to keep two clothing accounts : First, an Invoice Account, 
in which must be kept the amounts paid for clothing, and the transporta- 
tion of clothing, together with the charges made for making clothing and 
mending shoes. Vouchers must be kept corresponding with the amounts 
paid out. These amounts, at the end of the year, must equal $25, multi- 
plied by the average number of children in the institution above ten years 
of age, plus $19 16, multiplied by the average number of children below 
that age. Second, an Issue Roll, in which each child is careftilly charged 
with every article issued to him, and all the shoe-mending he has had done. 
The issue roll must show that the average value of the clothing and mend- 
ing of each child in the institution above ten years of age, for the year, is 
$25 ; and of that for each child below ten years of age, it is $19 16. Of 
the children above ten years of age, each child must receive at least twenty- 
one dollars ($21) worth of clothing; and of those below ten years, each 
child must receive at least sixteen dollars ($16) worth. Copies of the in- 
voice account, with vouchers and bills, and of the issue rolls, must be for- 
warded to the department at the close of the last quarter of the year. 
These need not be in duplicate. 

These directions, as to clothing, except so far as the general rules relat- 
ing to it and the kinds suggested are concerned, have no reference to the 
homes which receive only $100 and $115 for the instruction and mainte- 
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nance of each child. In their caae, the children must be clothed subject to 
inspection, and no special accounts for clothing need be kept or rendered. 

II. BULEB BELATINQ TO CHABOEB. 

1. Children discharged or transferred may be charged for until they 
leave the institution. 

2. No charge can be allowed for children until they actually enter the 
institution. 

3. No allowances for pay can be made for children entering an institu- 
tion without orders. 

4. Children who are absent more than thirty days, either with or without 
leave, except at the regular vacations, are not to be charged for without 
the consent of the State Superintendent. 



No regular bill of fare will be prescribed. All the schools and homes 
will certainly provide food for their children that is proper in variety, 
healthy in kind, and sufficient in quantity, and nothing more is desired. 

IV. BLEEPING AFABTMENTS. 

Care must be taken that the steeping apartments are all well ventilated 
and ?io( over-crowded. The beds and bedding must be clean and comfortable. 

V. INDUSTRIES. 

As soon as possible there should be organized in all the schools and 
homes some means of giving systematic employment, both in winter and 
summer, to the children during working hours. Mere job or chore work 
does not furnish the required industrial discipline. The work done will 
form a feature at the next annual examination. 

VI. MILITARY TACTICB. 

Drills in military tactics must be systematically kept up in all the insti- 
tutions where there are boys over ten years of age. The boys in all tlie 
schools will be expected to be proficient in the " School of the Company " 

by the next examination. 

VII. coubbe of study. 

The branches now taught in the different grades will be continued, with 
the addition of object lessons in the first four grades, and grammar in the 
eighth grade. The extent to which each branch shall be studied in the 
several grades is left to the teachers. Progress will be measured more by 
the proficiency of the pupils in the several branches, as exhibited to the 
inspectors and at the examination, than by the number of books or parts 
of books they have passed over. Due attention should be given to vocal 
music, the writing of original compositions, and drawing. 
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Vlir. INSTRUCTION. 

The teachers employed should be akiUfal. Special attention should be 
paid to the manner of teaching the younger pupils. Above all, the children 
should be trained morally. They should live in a moral atmosphere. The 
example of noble Christian lives should be constantly before them. Every 
day should witness their rising to a higher moral plane. The end that 
should be kept constantly in view by all connected with the education of 
these soldiers' orphans, is to make them, not so much good scholars, as 
good citizens and good men and women. 

I shall expect to learn very soon that a well organized Sabbath school 
has been established in connection with every school and home in the 
State where that good work has not been already done, 

IX. EEPORTS, 

The department will hereafter require reports as follows : 

1. Weekly and quarterly reports, for which printed forms will be fiir- 
nished. 

2. An annual ingtruoHon report, similar to the one made the present year. 

3. An annual report in writing, giving an account of the progress ajid 
improvement madeduring the year, and the sanitary, industrial, educational, 
and moral condition of the institution, together with the history of indi- 
vidual children, so far as may be necessary, to show the character of the 
work done, and any additional information that it may be desirable to 
communicate. Abstracts of these reports will be printed in the annual 
report of the department. 

All reports due the department fVom any institution, must be on file in 
the form required before its bills are approved. 

X. CHILDREN WHO HAVE LEFT SCHOOL. 

The authorities of the different institutions are enjoined to use their best 
efforts to obtain suitable employment for the children leaving school at the 
age of sixteen, to keep up a correspondence with them, to bring them back 
to the institution at stated times ; in short, to be fathers to the fatherless, 
that the noblest benefaction ever made by a Christian State may produce 
its richest fruit. 

J. P. WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 
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Ofacial Circular, Ho. 6. 

School Department, Orphan Schools, 

Harribbubo, March 11, 1872. 
To the Principals and Managers of the Soldiers^ Orphan Schools: 

1. Your bills for the cuiTent quarter, the last quarter of the present 
school year, must be accompanied with the required clothing accounts. 
These will consist, first, of an invoice acooont, presenting a full detailed 
statement of all purchases of clothing and all moneys paid out or charges 
made on account of clothing during the year. This statement should be 
plainly written on one side of sheets of foolscap paper. An inventory of 
the stock on hand should he appended. Second, of an tssoE roll, in which 
each child is carefully charged, at their cost prices, with the articles he has 
received. Forms will be furnished for this purpose. In this connection, 
attention is called to paragraph 4, of Circular No. 5, 

2. The annual written and instruction reports now required from each 
institution must be on file here by the 1st of August. The written re- 
ports, if not exceeding in length three pages of the report of the Depart- 
ment, wilt be published in full. These reports should give brief accounts 
of the progress and improvement made during the year, and the sanitary. 
industrial, educational, and moral condition of each institution, and any 
additional information that may be deemed desirable. 

3. Each school will be expected to furnish, with the reports named above, 
as complete a list as it is practicable to prepare, of all children who have 
gone from it at the age of sixteen, and stating how they are now employed 
in the manner of the partial lists contained in the last annual report of this, 
department. 

4. Ail the schools will be visited and carefully inspected by both the 
inspectors during the current quarter, and no further bills from any one 
will be paid unless a paper, signed by these oEBcers, shall be placed on file, 
certifying that it is in alt respects in a satisfactory condition ; or in the 
absence of such paper, unless by personal inspection, the Superintendent is 
convinced that the institution is managed in accordance with the require- 
ments of law and the directions of this Department. 

5. A beautiful diploma for the "Sixteeners" is now being engiaved, and 
it is expected will be ready for delivery in a few weeks. 

6. The annual examinations at the several schools wilt take place this 
year about the usual time. Details will be made known in another circular. 

J. P. WICKERSEAM, 

Superintendent. 
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Official Circular, No. 7. 
Department of Schools, Soldiers' Orphans, 
Harribburg, June 17, 1872, 
To the Principals and Managers of the Soldiers' Orphan Schools and 
Homes : 
Vacation this year will commence on Monday, July 22, and contiune tilt 
Monday, September 2, six weeks. 

The annual examinations at the several institutions may continue as 
many days as those dii-ectly controlling them shall deem advisable, but the 
time of holding each examination must be made to include the day of the 
visitation of the State ofRcers named below. 

The State oflScers, when present, will conduct the examinations, calling 
on such persona to assist them as they may deem proper ; and iti^ hereby 
directed that, in general, they limit the examination in the lower classes to 
some one branch of instruction, reserving most of the time for a more gen- 
eral examination of the higher classes, or the classes containing pupils soon 
to leave the institutions. 

The reports of the examinations will be made out as last year, by the 
officers of the several schools and homes, and forwarded to this Department. 

Speoiol Szamlnatlona. 

The inspectors, Rev. C. Comforth and Mrs. E. E, Hutter, will hold a 
special examination at the Lincoln Institution, 308 South Eleventh street, 
Philadelphia, on Wednesday, June 26. 



The inspectors will also visit the several homes, and examine the pupils 
as follows : 

Catholic Home, Philadelphia, Thursday, June 27, a. m. 
St. John's Orphan Asylum, Philadelphia, Thursday, June 21, p. m. 
Industrial School, Philadelphia, Friday, June 28, a. m. 
Church Home, Piiiladelphia, Friday, June 38, P. M, 
Orphan Home, Germantown, Saturday, June 29, a. m. 
St. Vincent Asylum, Tacony, Saturday, June 29, p. m. 
Lancaster Home, and St. James' Orphan Asylum, Lancaster, Monday, 

July 1. 
York Home, York, Tuesday, July 2, a. m. 

Pittsburg and Allegheny Orphan Asylum, Allegheny, Wednesday, July 3. 
St. Paul's Orphan Home, Butler, Friday, July 5. 
Episcopal Church Home, Pittsbui^, Saturday, July 6, a. M. 
Home of the Friendless, Allegheny, Saturday, July 6, p. m. 

The Superintendent will be at — 
Orphan Home, Womelsdorf, Friday, July 5. 
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The Superintendent will attend — 
At Andereonburg, Perry county, Wednesday, July 19. 
At Loysville, Perry county, Wednesday evening and Thursday morning, 

July 10 and 11. 
At CasBville, Huntingdon county, Friday, July 12. 
At Philipsburg, Beaver county, Wednesday, July 17. 
At Mercer, Mercer county, Friday, July 19, 

Inspector Comfortli will attend — 
At TJniontown, Payette county, Monday, July 8. 
At Dayton, Armstrong county, Wednesday, July 10. 
At Titusville, Crawford county, Friday, July 12. 
At Mansfield, Tioga county, Tuesday, July 16. 
At Harford, Susquehanna county, Thursday, July 18. 
Wilkesbarre Home, Friday, July 19. 
White Hall, Cumberland county, Saturday, July 20. 

Deputy State Superintendent Houck will attend — 
At Cheater Springs, Chester county, Tuesday, July 16. 
At Soldiers' Orphan Institute, Philadelphia, Wednesday, July 11. 
At Bridgwater, Bucks county, Thursday, July 18. 
At Mount Joy, Lancaster county, Friday, July 19. 

Mr. J, N. Beistle, of the School Department, will attend — 
At McAlisterville, Juniata county, Thursday, July 18. 

Several county superintendents and other gentlemen not named will 
take part in the examinations. 

Mrs, E. E. Hutter, lady inspector, will attend a number of the examina- 
tions at the schools, and invitations to be present will be extended to His 
Excellency Governor Geary and the Board of State Charities. 

An exhibition of industrial skill and a military drill will form a feature 
of the examinations. Drawing and copy-books should be ready for in- 
spection. 

The examinations will be, as heretofore, public ; and the authorities of 
the several schools are requested to invite specially the presence of directors 
and teachers of common schools, members of superintending committees, 
members of the Legislature, judges of courts, clergymen, editors, and such 
other citizens of the several localities as have interested themselves in the 
work of educating our orphan children. 

The examinations will commence as nearly as practicable at 9, a. m., and 
2, P. M. Every arrangement should be made beforehand, to prevent un- 
necessary delay. 

The regulations for vacation will be the same as heretofore. 

J. P. WICKEESHAM, 
St^rintendent. 
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Special, Circular. 
Bepartment op Schools, Soldiers' Orphans, 

Harrisbubq, Pa., Mat/ 9, 1872, 



Principal Soldiers' Orphan School at .- 

Dear Sir : Under an act of the recent session of the Legislature, I 
propose to place, near the first of September next, about fifteen eoldiere' 
orphans of proper age and qualifications in the State Normal School, with 
the design of training them for teachers. 

My purpose in writing is to ask you to make this fact as widely known 
among those who are or have been pupils at your school as may be practi- 
cable, and report to this Department, from time to time, the names of such 
competent persons as may desire to avail themselves of the opportunity so 
generously ofi'ered them by the State of preparing for a noble profession. 
All names sent in should be accompanied with testimonials of scholarship, 
character, and fitness. 

The conditions on which pupils will be admitted into the normal schools 
on this foundation are the following : 

1. They must be over sixteen years of age. 

2. All their expenses for boarding, tuition, and text-books will be paid. 
Any other expenses they must pay for themselves. 

3. They must agree to remain at school for at least one year. 

They must agree to be directed in their studies by the faculty of the 
school to which they are sent, and by this Department. 
Very respectfully, 

J. P. WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 



Official Circular, No. 8. 
Department of Schools, Soldiers' Orphans, 

, Harribburq, June 9, 187S. 

To the Principals and Managers of Soldiers' Orphan Schools and Homes: 
Vacation this year will commence on Monday, July 21, and continue 
till Monday, September 1, six weeks. 

The annual examinations at the several institutions may continue as 
many days as those directly controlling them shall deem advisable, but the 
time of holding each examination must be made to include the day of the 
visitation of the State officers named below. 

The State officers, when present, will conduct the examinations, calling 
on such persons to assist them as they may deem proper; and it is hereby 
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directed that, in general, they limit the examination in the lower classes to 
some one branch of instruction, reserving most of the time for a more 
general examination of the higher classes, or the classes containing pupils 
soon to leave the institutions. 

The reports of the examinations will be made out as last year, by the 
officers of the several schools and homes, and forwarded to this Depart- 
ment. 



Special examinations have already been held by the Superintendent, at 
the Soldiers' Orphan Institute and the Lincoln Institution, Philadelphia. 



The inspector will visit the several Homes, and examine the pupils, as 
follows : 

Pittsburg and Allegheny Orphan Asylum, Allegheny, Monday, June 16. 
St. Paul's Orphan Home, Butler, Tuesday, June 17. 
Home of the Friendless, Allegheny, Wednesday, June 18, a. m. 
Episcopal Church Home, Pittsbui^, Wednesday, June 18, p. m. 
York Home, Yorh, Friday, June 20. 
Catholic Home, Philadelphia, Monday June 23, A. M. 
St. John's Orphan Asylum, Philadelphia, Monday, June 23, p. m. 
Industrial School, Philadelphia, Tuesday, June 34, a. m. 
Church Home, Philadelphia, Tuesday, June 24, p. m. 
Orphan Home, Germantown, Wednesday, June 25, A. m. 
St, Vincent Asylum, Taeony, Wednesday, June 25, p. m. 

The Superintendent will be at Lancaster Home, Lancaster, Monday, 
July 7, A. M. 

Deputy Superintendent Houck will be at Orphan Home, Womelsdorf, 
Tuesday, July 8, A. M, 

ExuBluatloB at tba Bchoolg. 

The Superintendent will attend — 
At Cheater Springs, Cheater county, Tuesday, July 8, a. m. 
At Bridgewater, Bucks county, Wednesday, July 9. 
At McAliaterville, Juniata county, Friday, July 11. 
At White Hall, Cumberland county,, Tuesday, July 15. 
At Monnt Joy, Lancaster county, Thursday, July 17. 

Inspector Comforth will attend — 
At Mercer, Mercer county, Tuesday, July 8. 
At Titusville, Crawford county, Wednesday, July 9. 
At Dayton, Armstrong county, Friday, July 11. 
At Cassville, Huntingdon county, Tuesday, July 15. 
At Andersonbui^, Perry county, Thursday, July 17. 
At Loysville, Perry county, Friday, July 18. 

Prof. Robert Curry, Assistant Deputy Superintendent, will attend — 
At Phillipsburg, Beaver county, Tuesday, July 15, 
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At Uniontown, Fayette county, Thursday, July 17. 

Colonel James L. Paul, Chief Clerk, will attend — 
At Wilkesbarre Home, Luzerne county, Tuesday, July 15, a. m. 
At Harford, Susquehanna county, Wednesday, July 16. 
At Mansfield, Tioga county, Friday, July 18. 

Several county superintendents and other gentlemen not named will take 
part in the examinations. 

Mrs. B. E, Hutter, lady inspector, will attend a number of the examina- 
tions at the schools, and invitations to be present will be extended to His 
Excellency, Governor Hartranfl, and Colonel Robert B. Beath, commander 
of the Qrand Army of the Republic, and the Board of State Charities. 

An exhibition of industrial skill and a military drill will form a. feature 
in the examinations. Drawing and copy-books should be ready for in- 
spection. 

The examinations will be, as heretofore, public ; and the authorities of 
the several schools are requested to invite specially the presence of direct- 
ors and teachers of common schools, members of superintending commit- 
tees, soldiers, members of the legislature, judges of the courts, clei^ymen. 
editors, and such other citizens of the several localities as have interested 
themselves in the work of educating our orphan children. 

The examinations will commence as nearly as practicable at 9, a. m., and 
2, p. M. Every arrangement should be made beforehand, to prevent un- 
necessary delay. 

The regulations for vacation will be the same as heretofore. 

J. P. WICKERSHAM, 

Super inte ndent. 



OfQcial Circular, No. 9. 
Department of Soldiers' Orphan Schools, 

HABRiBBrBO, Pa. April S, 1874- 
To the Mothers, Guardians, and Friends of the Soldiers' Orphans o/ the 
School at Gassville .- 
Herewith you will receive the furlough granted the children placed 
at your request in the school at Cassville, The school has been closed by 
legislative authority, and it has been thought best to allow the children 
who have been attending it, the privilege of visiting their homes and con- 
sulting with their friends before being transferred elsewhere. The State 
will see to the payment of the cost of travel in making the visit, for all who 
report promptly upon receiving the order of transfer, at the end of the 
time for which the furlough ia granted. 

The selection of schools in which these orphans may receive instruction 
for the remaining years until they shall be sixteen, the Superintendent will 
leave to your own choice, if expressed within two weeks after the receipt 
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of thid circalar; but if you neglect to mention within the time named, a 
school to which you would prefer to have thoee under your care transferred, 
the one which is thought the most convenient or suitable will be designated 
here and the transfer ordered. 

Enclosed you will find a copy of the Orphan School Directory, which 
will fnmisb any needed information in regard to the location, principal, 
and mode of reaching the several institutions now in operation as Orphan 
Shoots. 

The Superintendent expects a ready and willing compliance with his direc- 
tions by all concerned, giving in return the assurance that nothing wilt be 
left undone on his part to secure the future welfare of the children. 

J. P. WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 



Official Circular, No. 10. 

Department of Schools, Soldiers' Orphans, 
Harriburo, June S, 1874. 
To the Principals and Managers of Soldiers^ Orphan Schools and Homes: 

Vacation this year will commence on Monday, July 20, and continue till 
Tuesday, September 1, six weeks. All the children must return to school 
promptly at the eod of the vacation, as a reduction will hereafter be made 
in the case of those who remain away even for a short time. The " thirty 
day " rule will no longer be applied to this class of absences. 

The annual examinations at the several institutions may continue as many 
days as those directly controlling them shall deem advisable, but the time 
of holding each examination must be made to include the day of visitation 
by the State officers named below. 

The State oEBcers, when present, will conduct the examinations, calling 
on such persons to assist them as they may deem proper; and it is hereby 
directed that, in general, they limit the examination in the lower classes 
to some one branch of instruction, reserving most of the time for & more 
general examination of the higher classes, or the classes containing pupils 
soon to leave the institution. 

The reports of the examinations will be made out as they were last year, 
by the oEBcers of the several schools and homes, and forwarded to this 
department. 

SpeoiaJ EzAAili]B.t]oiu. 

Special examinations have already been held by Inspector Comforth, at 
the Lincoln Institution, Educational Home for Boys, Church Home, Cath- 
olic Home, St. John's Orphan Asylum, Industrial School, Qermantown 
Orphan Home, and St. Vincent Asylum. 
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The Superintendent will attend — 
At Harford, Susquehanna county, Tuesday, July 7, a, u. 
At Titusville, Crawford county, Thursday, July 9, a. m. 
At Dayton, Armstrong county, Friday, July 10, p. m., and a part of Sat- 
urday. 
At Uniontown, Fayette county, Monday, July 13, p. M., and a part of Tues- 
day. 
At Phillipsburg, Beaver county, Wednesday, July 15, A. M. 
At Mercer, Mercer county, Thursday, July 16, a. M. 

Inspector Comforth will attend — 
At York Home, York, Wednesday, June 10, a. m. 
At Lancaster Home, Lancaster, Tuesday, June 16, A. M. 
At Womelsdorf Home, Womelsdorf, Thursday, June 18, a. m. 
At Pittsburg, and Allegheny Orphan Asylum, Wednesday, June 34, a. m. 
At St. Paul's Orphan Home, Butler, Thursday, June 25, P. M. 
At Mans&eid, Tioga county, Tuesday, July 1, a. m. 
At Soldiers' Orphan Institute, Philadelphia, Thursday, July 9, a. m. 
At BridgewBter, Bucks county, Friday, July 10, a. m. 
At Chester Springs, Chester county, (Saturday, July 11, a. M. 
At Mount Joy, Lancaster county, Monday, July 13, A. M, 
At White Hall, Cumberland county, Tuesday, July 14, a, m. 
At McAlisterville, Juniata county, Wednesday, July 15, a. m. 

Deputy State Superintendent Houck will attend — 
At Andersonburg, Perry county, Wednesday, July 15, a. m. 
At Loysville, Perry county, Thursday, July 16, a. m. 

Deputy State Superintendent Curry will assist the Superintendent at 
several examinations in the western part of the State. The county super- 
intendents of the counties where the examinations are held will take part 
in them. 

Mrs. E. E. Hutter, Lady Inspector, will be present at a number of the 
examinations, as will also, it is hoped. His Excellency, Governor Hartranft, 
and members of the Board of State Charities. 

An exhibition of industrial skill and a military drill will form a feature 
of the examinations. Drawing and copy-books should be ready for inspec- 
tion. 

The examinations will be, as heretofore, public ; and the authorities of 
the several schools are requested to invite, specially, the presence of super- 
intendents, directors, and teachers of common schools, memliers of superin- 
tending committees, soldiers, members of the Legislature, judges of the 
courts, clergymen, editors, and such other citizens of the several localities 
as have interested themselves in the work of educating our orphan children. 
The examinations in the forenoon will commence as nearly as practicable 
at nine, a. h., and those in the afternoon at two, P. m. Every arrangement 
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should be made beforehand, to prevent unneceesary delay. The regula- 
tions for vacation wil] be tlie same as heretofore. 

J. P. WICKERSHAM, 

Super inlendent. 



Official Circular, No. 11. 
Department op Soldiers' Orphan Schools, 

Habbisbubo, Pa., September SO, 187Jt. 
To the Mothers, Ottardians, and Friends of th.e Soldiers' Orphans of the 
School at Titusvilte: 
The Titusville school has been closed. Another orphan school may be 
opened at Titusville, or the children recently at school there may be trans- 
ferred to other places. In case of transfer, your wishes in respect to a 
school will be consulted, or if you have no choice in the matter, the school 
deemed most suitable or convenient will be selected. The children will 
not be kept out of school longer than is absolutely necessary to make 
arrangements for their proper accommodation. As soon as these shall be 
completed due notice will be given. 

J. P. WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 



Official Circular, No. 12. 

Department of Public Instruction, Soldiers' Obphans, 

Habrisburo, June IS, 1875. 
To the Principals and Managers of Soldiers' Orphan School and Homes: 

Vacation this year will commence on Friday, July 23, and continue till 
Friday, September 3, six weeks. All the children must return to school 
promptly at tlie end of the vacation, as a reduction will hereafter be made 
in the case of those who remain away even for a short time. The "thirty 
day rule " will no longer be applied to this class of absences. 

The annual examinations at the several institutions may continue as many 
days as those directly controlling them shall deem advisable, but the time 
of holding each examination must be made to include the day of visitation 
by the State officers named below. 

The State officers, when present, will conduct the examinations, calling 
on such persons to assist them as they may deem proper; and it is hereby 
directed that, in general, they limit the examinations in the lower classes 
to some one branch of instruction, reserving most of the time for a more 
general examination of the higher classes, or the classes containing pupils 
soon to leave the institution. 
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The reports of the examinations will be made out as they were last year, 
Ijy the officers of the several schools and homes, and forwarded to this 
department. 



Special examinations will be held by the Inspectors as follows: 
At Orphans' Home, Rochester, Tuesday, June 15, p. m. 
At St, Paul's Orphan Home, Bntler, Wednesday, June 16, a. m. 
At Children's Home, York, Monday, June 21, a, m. 
At Children's Home, Lancaster, Wednesday, June 23, a. m. 
At Orphans' Home, Germantown, Thursday, June 24, A. M. 
At Church Home, Angora, Thursday, June 24, p. m. 
At Industrial School, Philadelphia, Friday, June 25, a. m. 
At Educational Home for Boys, Philadelphia, June 25, p. M. 
At St, John's Asylum, Philadelphia, Saturday, June 26, A. m. 
At St. Vincent's Asylum, Tacony, Saturday, June 26, P. M. 
At Catholic Home, Philadelphia, Monday, June 28, p. m. 
At Lincoln Institution, Philadelphia, Tuesday, June 29, p, m. 
At Orphans' Home, Womelsdorf, Friday, July 2, a. m. 



The Superintendent will attend — 
At Bridgewater, Friday, July 9, a. m. 
At Soldiers' Orphan Institute, Saturday, July 10, a. m. 
At Mansfield, Tuesday, July 13, a. m. 
At Chester Springs, Friday, July 16, a. m. 
At White Hall, Tuesday, July 20, a. m. 
At McAlisterville, Wednesday, July 21, a, m. 
At Mount Joy, Thursday, July 22, a. m. 

Inspector Cornforth will attend — 
At Andersonburg, Tuesday, July 6, A. H. 
At Loysyille, Wednesday, July 7, a, h. 
At Harford, Saturday, July 10, a. m. 
At Mansfield, Tuesday, July 13, a. m. 
At Mercer, Thursday, July 15, a. m. 
At Philipsburg, Friday, July 16, a. m. 
At Uniontown, Monday, July 19, a. H. 
At Dayton, Thursday, July 32, A. m. 

Deputy State Superintendents Houck and Curry will assist at several ex- 
aminations in different parts of the State. The county superintendents of 
the coimties where the examinations are held will take part in them. Several 
principals of State Normal Schools have promised to be present. 

Mrs. E. E. Hutter, Lady Inspector, will be present at a number of the 
examinations, as will also, it is hoped. His Excellency, Qovernor Hartranft, 
and members of the Board of State Charities, 

An exhibition of industrial skill and a military drill will form a feature 
7 Sol, Orp, 
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of the examinalions. Drawing and eopy-booka should be ready for in- 
spection. 

The examinations will be, as heretofore, public ; and the authorities of 
the several schools are requested to invite, specially, the presence of super- 
intendents, directors, and teachers of common schools, members of super- 
intending committee, soldiers, members of the Legislature, judges of the 
courts, clergymen, editors, and such other citizens of the several localities 
as have interested themselves in the work of educating our orphan children. 

The examinations in the forenoon will commence as nearly as practicable 
at 9, A. M., and those in the afternoon at 2, P. M. Every arrangement 
should be made beforehand to prevent unneeessaiy delay. The regulations 
for vacation will be the same as heretofore. 

J. P. WiCKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 



Official Circular, No. 13. 

Department of Soldiers' Orphan Schools, 

HARRiSBUao, Pa., June S4, 1876. 

To the Principals and Managers of the Soldiers' Orphan Schools and 

Homes : 

Vacation this year will commence on Friday, July 21, and continue till 

Friday, September 1, six weeks. The time any child is absent from school 

after the end of vacation, will not be paid for by the State. 

Owing to their engagements in connection with the Centennial Exposi- 
tion, the State ofRcers do not expect, as is their general custom, to be pres- 
ent at the annual examinations, and the several schools and homes are 
left at liberty to make their own arrangements respecting the time of hold- 
ing, and the manner of conducting them. They are all advised, however, 
to have a public examination, to continue at least one day. The reports 
of the examinations will be made out as usual, and forwarded promptly to 
the Department. 

Colonel Cornforth, at his inspection for the present quarter, will devote 
special attention to the work of the school-room. This, together with the 
papers prepared for the Exposition, will furnish the Department all needed 
information concerning the educational progress of the children. 

Owing to the heavy expense the project is found to involve, the contem- 
plated visit of all the orphan children in a body to the Centennial Exposi- 
tion has been reluctantly abandoned. 

The regulations for vacation will be the same as* heretofore. 

J. P. WICKERSHAM, 
Superintende nt. 
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OfflciEil Circular, No. 14. 

Depabtment op Public Instrtjction, Soldiers' Orphans, 

Harribbubo, P.4.,, August S6, 1876. 
To the MotherB, Guardians, and Friends of the Soldiers' Orphans of the 
School at PhiUipsburg: 
Aa the buildings of the Soldier's Orphan School,.at PhiUipsburg, have 
been destroyed by fire, the vacation of the children belonging to that school 
is hereby extended for four weeks, or until Friday, September 29th. During 
this time arrangements will be made to have the PhiUipsburg ehildren ad- 
mitted into schools considered the most accessible and suitable for them. 
Timely notice of these arrangements will be given, so that the children can 
report promptly, at the end of the four weeks, at the schools to which they 
may be assigned. 

J. p. WICKER8HAM, 
Super in lendent. 



Official Circular, No. 15. 
Depabtment of Soldiebs' Obphans' Schools, 

Harrisbtibq, May S, 1877. 
The applications for the admission of children to the Soldiers' Or- 
phan Schools, under the late acts of the Legislature, come to the Depart- 
ment in great numbers illegal in form, incom.plete and erroneous. These 
irregularities almost always lead to a tedious and sometimes annoying 
correspondence. Trouble to all parties concerned, it is thought, may be 
saved by observing the following directions ; 
There are two classes : - 

I. Where the Father is deceased. In this case it must be shown by 
satisfactory testimony that the cause of the father's death can be traced 
directly back to circumstances connected with the war — wounds, disease, 
or impaired constitution. On this point the law is imperative. The line 
of testimony must extend back from the time of death to the cause that 
produced it in the army, and statements and a£Sdavits should be presented 
from the physicians who attended him at any time, but especially from 
those who attended him while in the service, directly after he left the ser- 
vice, and at the time of his death. These statements or affidavits should 
alviays contain the grounds or reasons for the opinions expressed. 
Weight will also be given to the testimony of the oflScers nnder whom he 
served, of the soldiers who knew him, or of responsible citizens acquaint- 
ed with the case. 

II. Where the Fathkb is still living, but ib sick ob disabled. 
Here a competent physician must make a careful professional examination 
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of the case, and under oath or affirmation, state the character of the dis- 
eaBe or disability, and the circumstance which, in his judgment, caused it. 
If thought to be traceable to circumstances connected with the war, the 
opinion should be strengthened by other testimony similar to that required 
as above, when the father is deceased. In other words, the application 
must contain evidence showing that the sickness or disability was caused 
by the war. 

In all applications it should be stated whether the father was or is in re- 
ceipt of a pension. If not, why not ; and if so, the number of the pen- 
sion certificate should be given. The law requires all applications to be 
approved by the proper board of school directors. This can only be 
done when the board is in session, after full consideration, by a resolution 
placed upon the minutes. The signatures of the officers of a school 
board, obtained without the authority of the board, have no validity — 
they destroy the legality of the paper to which they are attached. Boards 
or directors are expected, to inquire before approving an application as to 
its merits in all respects. 

J. P. WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 



Official Circulai, No. 16. 
Department or Public Instruction, Soldiebs' Orphans, 
Harbisburo, June 11, 1877. 
To the Principals and Managers of the Soldiers' Orphan Schools and 
Somes : 

Vacation this year will commence on Saturday, July 21, and continue 
till Saturday, September 1, six weeks. 

All the children must return to school promptly at the end of the vaca- 
tion, as no charge will be allowed for absence after that time. The " thirty 
day rule " applies only to necessary absences during term time. 

The annual examinations at the several institutions may continue as many 
days as those directly controlling them shall deem advisable, but the time 
of holding each examination must be made to include the day of visitation 
by the State officers named below. 

The Sate officers, when present, will conduct the examinations, calling 
on such persons to assist them as they may deem proper; and it is hereby 
directed that, in general, they limit the examinations in the lower classes 
to some one branch of instruction, reserving most of the time for a more 
general examination of the higher classes, or the classes containing pupils 
soon to leave the institution. 

The reports of the examinations will be made out in the same way as they 
were made out last year, by the officers of the several Schools and Homes, 
and forwarded to this Department. 
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Special examinations ^11 be held by the Inspeotors as follow 
At Children's Home, York, Monday, June 11, A, M. 
At Children's Home, Lancaster, Thursday, June 11, a. m. 
At Industrial School, Philadelphia, Friday, June 15, a. m. 
At Orphans' Home, Germantown, Friday, June 15, A. m. 
At St. Vincent's Asylum, Tacony, Saturday, June 16, a, m. 
At Lincoln Institution, Philadelphia, Monday, June 18, a. h. 
At Educational Home, Philadelphia, Tuesday, June 19, a. h. 
At Church Home, Angora, Tuesday, June 19, p. h. 
At St. Paul's Orphan Home, Butler, Friday, June 22, a. m. 
At Orphans' Home, Rochester, Tuesday, June 26, A. M. 
At Orphans' Home, Womelsdorf, Wednesday, July 11, a. m. 



The Superintendent Trill attend — 
At Loysville, Thursday, July 5, p. m. 
At Andersonburg, Friday, July 6, a. m. 
At Harford, Tuesday, July 10, A. M. 

At Mercer, Thursday, July 12, p. M., and Friday, July 13, a. m. 
At Uniontown, Monday, July 16, p. M. 
At Dayton, Wednesday, July 18, p. m. 

Inspector Comforth will attend — 
At McAlistcrville, Friday, Juiy 6, A. H. 
At White Hall, Monday, July 9, a. m. 
At Mt. Joy, Tuesday, July 10, a. m. 
At Chester Springs, Thursday, July 12, a. m. 
At Soldiers' Orphan Institute, Friday, July 13, a. m. 
At Bridgewater, Monday, July 16, a. m. 
At Mansfield, Thursday, July 19, a. m. 

Mrs. E. E. Hutter, Lady Inspector, Superintendents Honck and Lindsey, 
and the clerks in the department, will assist at a number of the examina- 
tions in different parts of the State. 

The superintendents of schools and the principals of State Normal 
Schools wilt take part in the examinations held in their several districts. 

An exhibition of industrial skill and a military drill will form a feature 
of the examinations. Drawing and copy-books should be ready for inspec- 
tion. 

The examinations will be, as heretofore, pnblic; and the authorities of 
the several schools are requested to invite, especially, the presence of super- 
intendents, directors, and teachers of common schools, members of super- 
intending committees, soldiers, members of the Legislature, judges of the 
courts, clergymen, editors, and such other citizens of the several localities 
as have interested themselves in the work of the edn«»tion of our orphan 
children. 
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The examinations In the foreDoon will commence as nearly as practicable 
at 9, A. M., and those in the afternoon at 2, p. m. Every arrangement should 
be made beforehand to prevent unneceaeary delay. The regulations for 
vacation will be the same as heretofore. 

J. P. WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 
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